Exhibit helps to 
bring classroom 
studies to life 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


In 1915, a team of archaeologists 
from a joint Harvard University- 
Museum of Fine Arts expedition 
entered Tomb 10A in Egypt, and on 
Monday, Nov. 2, 37 students and 
three faculty members from NECC 
did the same. 

Except this time they weren't in 
Egypt, rather they were at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 

Professors Stephen Russell, 
Barbara Stachniewicz and Andrew 
Morse took students from a learning 
community and several other classes 
to visit the museum's latest major 
exhibition, “The Secrets of Tomb 
10A: Egypt 2000 BC.” 

The students journeyed through 
the largest Middle Kingdom burial 

assemblage ever discovered and saw 
a variety of artifacts including elabo- 
rately painted coffins, models of 
objects needed for the afterlife, and 
even a mummified head. 

Many of the students in Russell 
and Stachniewicz's World Literature 
and Civilizations learning communi- 
ty had just finished studying ancient 
” Egypt, so this museum visit was a 


1can dodge a ball, but | 
| can’t dodge the fun 


way to bring those lessons fo life. 
“We teach ancient history and lit- 
erature in class and this is a way to 
make it real. It's one thing to talk 
about it, it's another when you come 


and see it,” Stachniewicz said. 

The study of ancient Egypt is 
often a fascinating subject for many 
people. 

“This exploration of ancient 
Egypt provides a window into one of 
the most fascinating civilizations in 
history,” said Malcolm Rogers, direc- 
tor of the Museum of Fine Arts. “The 
artistic and historical treasures found 
in Tomb10A bring to life the world of 
2000 BC - a time of glorious artistic 
achievements.” 

Indeed, the exhibit was designed 
in a way that the students and all vis- 
itors felt as if they were exploring the 
tomb in Egypt. 

One of the many people at the 
museum responsible for bringing the 
exhibit to life was Jennifer Liston 
Munson, senior exhibition graphic 
designer for the MFA. 

“We want people to have a sense 
of being in the place and time of the 
discovery, and to recreate the sense of 
awe and spirit of discovery of the 
excavation with the idea_of creating 
the excitement and mystery of the 
discovery in the exhibition,” Munson 
said. 

That sense of literally exploring 
the exhibit is what sets this exhibition 
apart from a typical museum experi- 
ence. 


Northern Essex 


Community College 


Enrollment is up, 
but so is cost 


NECC faces a 
similar situation to 
many colleges 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Enrollment was up at Northern 
Essex Community College for the 
fall semester, but so was the cost, 
reflecting a trend that is occurring at 
most community colleges across the 
State. 

The number of students enrolled 
at the college was up 5 percent from 
7,020 in fall 2008 to 7,385 in fall 
2009. 

The number of full-time studenis, 
enrolled in 12 or more credits, rose 
10 percent from in 2,611 in fall 2008 
to 2,865 in fall 2009. 

This trend is fueled in part by stu- 
dents who are looking for a value in 
higher education, which is driving up 
the enrollment at NECC and other 
state and community colleges. 

The enrollment increases seen at 


“Most of the time you go to an 
exhibit and see all the objects on dis- 
play all perfect and don't understand 
the long journey they've been on,” 
Munson said. 

That journey for these objects 
was 4,000 years long, as they sur- 
vived that many years underground 
before being brought by ship from 
Egypt in 1925. 

And the exhibit itself took nearly 
a century to complete, as that is how 
long it took a team of curators to con- 
serve and reconstruct all 250 objects 
on display. 

“Tt took just the two most recent 
curators four years apiece working on 
them,” said Nick Picardo, curatorial 
research associate in Egyptian art. 

And, as Munson said, the exhibi- 
tion is not merely a collection of 
objects being shown but a story that 
is being told. 

“We want to give people that 
sense of not just coming to the muse- 
um to see the exhibit, but to under- 
stand this long story and to feel that 
and get this sense that you didn't just 
walk in and see the objects but you 
see the narrative and experience the 
sense of discovery,” Munson said. 

The story these students learned 
by experiencing the exhibit firsthand 
was not one that could have just come 
from the pages of a book. 

“IT teach literature, so I think 
telling the story is important,” 
Stachniewicz said. 


many community colleges corre- 
spond to the economic downturn. It is 
a familiar pattern: as the economy 
declines, college enrollments rise. 

More and more graduating high 
school students are choosing to 
attend NECC for two years to save 
money and earn an associate's degree 
before transferring to a four-year col- 
lege to complete a bachelor's degree. 

These younger students, under 
age 25, are up 7 percent at NECC 
from last year, and make up 62 per- 
cent of the college’s enrollment. 

But also up at NECC were the 
fees these students had to pay, also 
reflecting a wider trend in higher 
education. 

This fall, tuition for a full-time 
student at one of the state's 15 com- 
munity colleges ranges from $720 to 
$780 for the year. 

But tuition is only a small 
amount of the overall cost of college, 
the majority of that cost is fees. 

At NECC, state tuition is $25 
per-credit, whereas fees are $104 per- 
credit. 

This fall fees rose 13 percent, or 
$12 per-credit, which lead to a 


semester increase of approximately 
$144 for a full-time student enrolled 
in 12 credits. 

The cost of a full-time course 
load for a student at NECC is approx- 
imately $1,548 per semester, bring- 
ing the total to $3,096 per-year. 

According to the College Board's 
annual “Trends in College Pricing” 
report for 2009-2010, the tuition and 
fees at public two-year colleges aver- 
age $2,544 per-year, a 7.3 percent or 
$172 increase over the $2,372 aver- 
age price in 2008-2009. 

For the New England region, the 
average tuition and fees for public 
two-year colleges was $3,992. 

NECC’s tuition and fees are 
higher than the national average, but 
lower than the regional average. 

“In 2008-2009, Northern Essex 
was the third most affordable of the 
community colleges (in the state), 
and while we don’t have.have the sta- 
tistics from this year, we fully expect 
that we will continue to be one of the 
more affordable community colleges 
in the state,” said Erie Greenslade, 
director of public relations at NECC. 


Julie Varney photo 
Professor Barbara Stachniewicz speaks with Jennifer 
Liston Munson, graphic designer for the “Secrets of 
Tomb 10A” exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts. 
Several classes visited the exhibit on Monday, Nov. 2. 
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What we have to be 
thankful for at NECC 


This time of year, in the spirit of 
Thanksgiving, people often ponder 
what they have to be thankful for. 

We believe here at NECC we 
have a lot to be thankful for, especial- 
ly in a year that has brought us the 
smoking ban, fee increases and a rash 
of stolen cars. 

We should be thankful that no 
cars were stolen in the last couple of 
weeks. Surely, this is a sign that the 
increased presence of security has 
paid off. We can only be thankful that 
the security van or bike was not 
stolen, because seeing a security 
guard patrol around in one of these 
undoubtedly deters even the most 
seasoned car thief. 

We should also be thankful that 


our cars are still there, safe in the 
parking lot, so students can smoke in 
them. 

By confining smokers to the 
parking lot, the campus is a healthier 
place for all. The grass grows a little 
greener, the birds chirp a little louder 
and rarely is a groundhog found with 
a cigarette butt in its mouth. 

We should also be thankful that 
the increased fees charged to students 
this fall could lead to more security 
being hired, cameras installed in the 
parking lots or smoker’s huts being 
placed on campus for students to 
smoke in who do not have cars . 

And most of all we should be 
thankful that this semester is almost 
over, and that soon we will be on 
winter break. After that we look for- 
ward to a new year, a new semester 
and all the excitement they undoubt- 
edly have to bring. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
} or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 
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. percent and the great- 


The costs of 


We spend massive 
amounts of money on 
healthcare every year 


By Tom HANNON 
Correspondent 


What costs more: a mortgage or 
healthcare? 

As you get ready for the world 
outside college you need to be ready 
for this answer. I polled 20 students 
and 10 employees outside the col- 
lege and most people, 93 percent, 
think a mortgage costs more. 

The reality is that it isn’t even 
close and the numbers may shock 
you - Health insurance! 

It has become 16 percent of the 
GDP (gross domestic product). 
Sixteen cents of every 
dollar is spent on 
healthcare. Most coun- 
tries are at or below 10 


est country in the 
world, America, is 60 
percent higher and we 
pay for it directly. As a 
student you may not 
bear any cost of this, 
but you will soon. 

In today’s economy, you need to 
be ready to be an independent con- 
tractor or self employed business 
owner, because jobs with lots of 
benefits are few and far between. 
Let’s look at the actual numbers. 

I spoke with Marsha Foster at 
Blue Cross and these were the rates 
she gave me. A level One HMO Blue 
Family plan from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield costs roughly $1,100 per 
month, with a $4,000 deductible. 
That could mean your costs are base 
lined at $17,000 if you actually use 
the plan. Mind you these is not the 
best plans, it is the middle of the 
road. The unseen cost is prescription 


drugs, most name brand such fall 
into a level two area that increases 
the cost dramatically. The best plan 
cost roughly $1788 a month, over 
$20,000 annually! In fairness, you 
can get cheaper plans, but remem- 
ber, you get what you pay for, and 
Blue Cross offers the best coverage. 

I asked her if she realized they 
cost more than a standard mortgage 
to a family, “I did not realize that” 
she responded “We do have dis- 
counted plans,” she said, when I told 
her the discounted plan could cost 
me $17,000 annually she had no 
comment. I told her in 2001 that I 
paid $900 for the best family plan 
they had. I asked her, “Why has it 
doubled?” 

“These are just the rates, I do not 
know why.” My last question I 


asked was if she knew Blue Cross __ 
In the 1960’s and 1970’s, the people 
would rally as the citizens of other coun- 


tries do today. Voting is only a small 
part of the battle. 


CEO Cleve Killingsworth makes 
$4.3 Million dollars and is the high- 
est paid CEO in the region? She had 
no comment and asked to end the 
call. 

How much does a mortgage 
cost? At 2009 rates, $150,000 mort- 
gage at 5 percent interest will cost 
you around $850 a month or 
$10,200 annually. On a $250,000 
home the cost is $1,342 per month 
or $16,100 annually. 

Mortgage costs: $10,200 to 
$16,100, Health Insurance $9,000 to 
$17,000 (if you actually use it and 
add in prescriptions and co-pays). I 
did not include taxes and mortgage 
insurance but the raw cost is over- 


whelming. 

If you work for a company, the 
average cost for a family plan will 
cost you over $110 a week plus a 
deductible that could be as much as 
$4000, high prescription costs, high- 
er co-pays and it does not cover pre 
existing conditions much of the 
time. Even if you work for a compa- 
ny, the company has less money to 
pay employees because they have to 
pay for healthcare for their employ- 
ees. 

In years past, I have seen slo- 
gans like Rock the Vote, get out the 
vote, everybody should vote, etc. 
Sure, voting is a great idea, but 
here’s a better one: Become part of 
the system and protest, complain, 
and call the people we elect. Hold 
them accountable! It is your first 
amendment right to stand up for 
yourself. In the 
1960’s and 
1970’s the peo- 
ple would rally 
as the citizens 
of other coun- 
tries do today. 
Voting is only a 
small part of 
the battle. 

The current 
health care plan being discussed is a 
small step towards what we need as 
citizens. Here is what your senators 
and house representatives get: a plan 
worth over $17,000 for free. Why 
would they need or care to fix your 
plan? The health insurance compa- 
nies have four lobbyists for every 
senator and house representative. 
That is over 2,800 full time employ- 
ees making sure things do not 
change, they also spent $16 million 
in contributions to our elected offi- 
cials annually. Can we Call this a 
bribe? This is a business and one of 
the biggest in the country, and busi- 
ness is good for them right now. 
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Customer 


disservice 


The customer is 
always right? 
Bollocks. 


By ALEX TRECARTIN 
Staff Writer 


The customer is always wrong. 
Like it or not, it's true. Corporations 
just tell you that you're right so you 
feel good when you shop at their 
stores. Face the facts: you've never 
worked there, you don't know their 
Tules, you're clueless as to how their 
stores are even run. Knowing that, 
how can you presume to be right at 
all times, especially when making 
absurd demands of low-level 
employees who make zero meaning- 
ful decisions and have zero sway on 
policy decisions. Do you think that 
14 year old kid behind the register 
cares that you're sick and tired of 
paying full price every day and 
would like a 20 percent discount on 
your items or you'll have stern words 
with his manager? He doesn't, actual- 
ly. He's already got plenty of stress in 
his life without you adding to it, like 
math tests, cute girls, and World of 
Warcraft. Your inane and unreason- 
able demands are the last thing on his 
mind. No, you can't get half off of a 
different stereo because they don't 
have the one you want in stock. No, 
Advil isn't on sale just because 
Tylenol is. Buy one, get one free 
doesn't mean buy one and get it for 
free. The computer doesn't hate you 
and isn't trying to steal your hard 
eamed money. It also doesn't make 
mistakes, as it's free of those pesky 
human fallibilities. And green always 
goes on clearance before black. 
Always. 


So you're done shopping and 
you've made your way to the check 
out. Jimmy the cashier has just fin- 
ished ringing in your items and is 
readily awaiting payment for goods 
and services rendered. If you're like 
most customers, you're avoiding eye 
contact at all cost, probably digging 
around in your wallet or purse for 
some scrap of change to pass off on 
this unsuspecting kid. Whether you 
find the exact change or not, you'll 
throw your payment onto the counter 
in some desperate measure to avoid 
some unwanted human contact, leav- 
ing poor Jimmy to scrape it up like a 
vagrant on the sidewalk. Let's face it, 
you're in a hurry. You've got a million 
things to do and none of them are 
treating this guy with even the slight- 
est bit of decency or respect. 

But he's not some homeless guy 
on the street you can just toss your 
change at while stepping out of a 
Dunkin Donuts after satisfying your 
latest caffeine fit. He's a working 
stiff, just like you, except he doesn't 
get a living wage, or dental. And it's 
probably good that you have dental, 
because you're the hundredth person 
to pull this on him today, and he's 
seriously visualizing what it would 
be like to kick your teeth in. So when 
you're ready to check out, please, 
take a little extra time and effort, 
make the eye contact, and hand the 
poor kid your money like he's actual- 
ly a person. It'll sure make his day a 
little better, and that notion just might 
give you some satisfaction to carry 
with you throughout your day. Oh, 
and stop apologizing when you pay 
for a pack of gum with a Benjamin. 
It's all legal tender, and therefore a 
felony to refuse it as payment. 


Faith backed up 


To the Editor: 


I opened the Noy. 11 issue of 
the Observer the other Friday and got 
a nasty surprise. Yes, I admit to the 


lack for foresight of having not’ 


expected Sam Sawyer's "sequel" to 
"The Many Problems With Faith,” 


_ "Clearing Some Things Up." It was 


not a pleasant experience reading, as 
the author drew implications from 
my statement on the origin of sin and 
suffering that it simply didn't imply. 
(For instance, never in my life have I 
actually believed that the six days of 
creation were literal.) And there were 
all sorts of other claims that I didn't 
really imply. 

The things science has discov- 
ered about our world and universe 
are all compatible with our faith. The 
universe is expanding, so chances are 
it has a source. It's up to us whether 
we want to believe that the source 
was a teeny little black hole or an all- 
powerful Creator. Even if the black 
hole idea can be proved, it's still con- 
ceivable that that was the method 
God used to create the universe, and 


what I believe has been backed up by 
a collection of scripture that has been 
tested time and time again and time 
and time again found historically 
accurate. 

As for morals, I don't know how 
to answer the criticism of sexism, 
except to say that if I actually saw it 
as sexist, being a feminist, I would 
have approached Christianity with a 
good deal more skepticism than I did. 
Nor does Christianity teach blind 
faith. 

I guess the point I was trying to 
make was that faith does not have to 
be blind. It can be if you want it to, 
but you do an injustice to those who 
actually do the research. There are 
lots of books out there on apologet- 
ics, the compatibility of evolution 
with religion and the like, such as 
Francis Collins's (Head of the Human 
Genome Project) A Scientist Presents 
Evidence for Belief: The Language 
of God. Anyonewho is interested 
should try Amazon.com or their local 
library (or the campus library). Oh 
yeah, and hatred is possibly the num- 
ber one most discouraged part of 


Christianity. 

I just want to make one more 
point, and I want to make it well. I 
wrote with respect. I didn't insult 
atheists for being atheists, and I did- 
n't rail out Sawyer for telling the gen- 
eral public that what I believe, what 
we believe, is completely unfounded. 
Therefore I guess I rather expected 
that any response would have some 
level of respect as well. I don't care 
that the article made me out to be a 


moron, it's relatively insignificant. 
However, I was shocked and disap- 
pointed at the way Sawyer complete- 
ly scorned and insulted every 
Christian and, indeed, every theist on 
campus. And I simply don't see how 
anything said is unanswerable or 
even baffling enough to damage my 
faith. I for one will continue to 
believe until someone proves that 
there isn't a God. 

The invitation I made still stands; 


by science and scripture 


anyone who is interested can visit the 
NECC Christian Club and see what 
we're all about, and we always wel- 
come visitors. We meet on Mondays 
at 12 p.m. in room C-108 on the 
Haverhill campus. We're also putting 
together a panel on the problem of 
pain and suffering for sometime in 
February, so stay tuned. 


Thanks again! 
Elisabeth Beverage 


We want to hear from you. 


OY 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Wasteful spending in dire times 


Our government 
continues to waste 


precious money 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


Wied oth 
America in 
such poor 
financial 
shape, I am 
amazed at 
- some of the 
3 _ things that we 
: <n a ' continue to 
spend money on. I would like to 
offer some suggestions to our 
politicians for some ways to save 
some money. 

We support the state of Israel 
with 35 billion dollars of military 
support in accordance with our 10- 
year agreement. This is an absurd 
waste of money. The Israeli gov- 
ernment oppresses the people of 
Palestine, bulldozes their houses, 
and bombs their apartments and 
hospitals, all on the basis of biblical 
right to land that is not theirs. This 
is silly, morally bankrupt, and our 
politicians only do it to appease the 
unbelievably powerful pro-Israel 
lobby. Zionism has never been 
right, and never will be, and its 
causes doesn't deserve our tax dol- 
lars 


Both financially and morally, 
ending the war on marijuana is one 
of the most common sense ways to 
save money. Marijuana has been 
shown by many, many scientific 
study to do no permanent, serious 
damage to full developed adult 
humans. It's been shown to have 
only temporary effects on the 
brains of full developed adults, and 
the America Thoracic Society (an 
organization of thousands of the 
countries best lung doctors) have 
publicly that even frequent marijua- 
na users have no higher risk of get- 
ting lung cancer or emphysema. In 
fact, THC, a chemical found in 
marijuana, is an anti-carcinogen. It 
is also impossible for humans to 
overdose on cannabis. Americans 
have the right to buy and consume 
liquor, which can be deadly and 
seriously addictive, yet marijuana, 
which has never killed anybody and 
has no physically addictive proper- 
ties, is illegal. Locking up stoners 
and hunting down drug deals that 
deal in marijuana is a waste of bil- 
lions upon billions of our tax dol- 
lars. If we legalized it and taxed it, 
it would destroy the culture of ille- 
gality and danger that surrounds it, 
and we could also make money 
from the tax dollars that would 
come in from over 30 million mari- 
juana users. 

One of the biggest ways we 
could be bringing in more money is 


taxing religious organizations. 
There are no two ways about it; 
religions are corporations. Their 
mission statements may sound nice 
to some people, but they are com- 
panies with employees that make 
money; just look at the Vatican, 
which truly is a monument to deca- 
dence and the spoils of untaxed 
income. 

Although it's a small number in 
the big picture, the FCC, America's 
unconstitutional media nanny, 
sucks up half a billion dollars a 
year to censor our free expression. 
The FCC's budget and job should 
be shaved down to a few million 
dollars, and a few people, who's 
only job is making sure that state 
secrets are not broadcast, and noth- 
ing else. Televisiom and radio is 
one of the few places where the free 
market can truly regulate itself. 

America spends about 250 bil- 
lion dollars a year maintaining hun- 
dreds overseas military bases. If 
this isn't imperialism, I don't know 
what is. One of the reasons 
America was attacked on 9/11 was 
because of our unnecessary military 
bases on land that Muslims consid- 
er holy in Saudi Arabia. Outside of 
a select few, our overseas military 
bases are nothing but huge flaming 
pits to burn money in. 

We spend roughly 60 billion 
dollars a year keeping about 2.2 
million people incarcerated in our 


Don’t take it out on me 


Customer complaints 
are just too much 
to handle 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 


On any 
giv 
» Saturday 


en 


morning, 
thousands 


of college 


students 
awake 
to an 


alarm clock, which means another 
eight-hour shift is starting in twen- 
ty minutes, no matter how much we 
want to fall back into dreams of a 
multimillion-dollar trust fund. 
However, part of being an adult 
means being responsible, which 
means making money or making a 
pittance called minimum wage. . 

Working a deep fryer or a cash 
register is practically mindless. 
However, what makes work feel 
endless are the obnoxious cus- 
tomers; people who lack patience 
and appreciation. 

Everyone hates the ever so 
dreadful person that wants their ice 
cubes stacked three by three, but 
the stack cannot be bigger than an 


inch by one inch because that 
would make their diet soda watery. 
Oh the agony! How will they ever 
live if their soda is without bub- 
bles? 

Alternatively, there is the elder- 
ly person giving you evil glares 
because 
Warm and crusty breadsticks with a 
side of marinara sauce. And they 
want it now! 

Then of course there is the mid- 
dle-aged creep who wants his 
Rogaine handled with care because 
he wants to smell good. Do not 
make him come over to the other 
side of the cash register! You 
had better make sure to double 
wrap. If you don't, he will find you. 

Even worse than the devil him- 
self is the Germ X freak. Before 
making her foot long sub, you must 
disinfect everything, starting with 
the floor and make it all the way to 
the condiments, as well as the 
jarred dill pickles. Then you must 
wrap the sub using your elbows. 
Not only is this efficient but it also 
will give your biceps a workout. 

Congratulations, you have 
worked one hour, which means you 
have earned about $4.75 after taxes. 
You can buy a lot of things with 
that, like a Red Bull, half a sub, or 
an ice cream. 

I understand that you want what 
you want, when you want it, but is 


they want breadsticks; . 


it really necessary to take all of 
your frustrations out on me? 

After all, I am only here to 
make money to buy bubbly soda 
and foot-long subs too. On top of 
all the stress between college and 
the struggle to keep my social life 
alive, I really don't need to put up 
with absurd requests and com- 
plaints. 

What ever happened to the 
kindhearted people who used to 
appreciate the things that were done 
for them? I, like other hard working 
people, appreciate costumers and 
want to please them by providing 
them a service. 

Do not blame me or the thou- 
sands of other college students who 
really don’t want to deal with you. 
It is the evil corporations making 
the profit, not us. 

We would rather be home in 
playing video games with our 
friends or sleeping in our warm 
beds. 


America’s tax dollars at work in the Gaza Strip. 


prison system. Over half of our 
prisons are doing time for drug 
offenses, most of them merely 
being users or small time dealers. 
We could trim tens of billions of 
dollars from the prison system by 
rehabilitating these small time 
criminals instead of simply punish- 
ing and releasing them out in the 
world to make the same mistakes 
again and again. If we educated and 
rehabilitated more of our criminals, 
especially those involved with 
drugs, the return rate in our prisons 
would be drastically reduced, thus 
saving us money. 

In other articles, | have made 
the case for the implementation of 


socialized medicine. This would 
save billions of dollars every year. 
In a normal year without a serious 
health crisis, the average American 
spends around $7,000 a year for 
healthcare. France, who is ranked 
number | in the world in health- 
care, spends roughly half of that 
because the profit motive is 
removed and treatment and contin- 
ued health is the goal. 

There are so many ways our 
money is wasted every year that I 
could write a plethora of articles on 
each individual way, but time is 
short, and I have other things to be 
mad about. 


‘Progression’ dance performance 


Conrad Fitton photo 


The student dance performance will be held on 
Dec. 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. in the Sport and Fitness 


Center. 


Read the Observer online: 7 
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Education standards are flawed 


The current definition 
of a well-rounded 
education is misguided 
By SAM SAWYER 

Opinion Editor 


I n 
f}America, 
especially as 
college — stu- 
dents, we are 
constantly 
_ bombarded 
- from all angles 
igs ——_:s~ with the senti- 
ment of getting a “full” education. 
We are required to take literature 
courses, science courses, history 
courses and often times art or 
music. I take the position that the 
current definition of a “full” educa- 
tion is unfair, and doesn't actually 
shape well rounded adults. 

To graduate from high school 
and a vast majority of colleges, stu- 
dents have to take an array of 
required courses, whether or not 
' they interest them or even pertain 
to their major. By the freshman 
year of high school, most people 
have a general idea of what they 
want to do in life, or at least what 
they know they don't want to do. I 
have known since 6th grade or ear- 


if 


lier that I strongly dislike math and 
the nitty-gritty details of science. 
Mastery of arithmetic is a vital 
skill that everyone needs to learn, 
because it is useful in every day 
life. Understanding the basics of 
science is important to having a 
general understanding of the world, 
for example, general understanding 
of the basic tenets of evolution, the 
concept of germs causing disease, 
and DNA being passed from parent 
to child. But anything beyond 
extremely rudi- 
mentary algebra 
and the basic 
fundamentals of 
science are not 


are many people who are interested 
in them, who want to pursue careers 
in them, and whose brains are wired 
to understand them. As a society 
and a species we very much need 
people who are interested in chem- 
istry to make new medical break- 
throughs so we can lead longer, 
healthier lives. _ 
mathematicians learning more 
about the universe can lead to 
amazing scientific breakthroughs in 
every field imaginable, so for those 


Scientists and 


MM 


... knowing where valence electrons orbit, 


I'm good at. I don't think that 
somebody who wants to pursue a 
career in chemistry should have to 
take a journalism or creative writ- 
ing course. Why doesn't our educa- 
tion system require high school and 
college students to take automotive 
mechanic courses? What about a 
class on the preparation of fine 
French cuisine? Why isn't every 
15-22 year old required to master 
the skill of water color painting? 
Knowing how to replace a muffler 

could be a useful 

skill, but it's not 

considered vital to 


being a well-round- 


ed or thoroughly 

Se Seen et OL knowing about the square root func-  ‘ducated _ person. 
eing a happy, . st. ° ° Many people enjoy 
educated, well | UOnisinapplicable and useless outside of 5...’ bench food. 
rounded individ- very specific careers. but learning how to 
ual. Forcing cook it shouldn't be 


high school and 
college students to master a set of 
arbitrary rules and logic systems 
that have no practical use and do 
not interest them does not make 
them a better person, it merely adds 
an unnecessary layer of stress into 
their life, brings down their GPA, 
and takes focus away from their 
skills and interests. 

I am of course not advocating 
abolishing non-rudimentary math 
and science programs because there 


who ate interested in it, science and 
math courses should be readily 
available. But for students whose 
interests and strengths lie in other 
fields, non-rudimentary courses of 
that nature tend to do nothing posi- 
tive for them. 

I am clearly coming at this from 
a certain perspective; my strengths 
lie in writing and music. But I don't 
think everybody should have to 
take courses that interest me or that 


Justice must be served 


The 9/11 mastermind 
and his accomplices 
should stand trial 


By STEPHEN C. GILMORE 
Correspondent 


The announcement by Attorney 
General Eric Holder that the alleged 
Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed and four accomplices 
will face trial in a New York civilian 
court has sparked a heated debate. 
The naysayers argue that it is a 
waste of both money and time, and 
many of the Sept. 11 victims that 
lost loved ones are outraged that 
there will be an actual trial. But 
despite my great remorse for the 
victims, on top of my own disgust 
towards these criminals coupled 
with the ways the attacks affected 
me personally, I simply disagree 
with the arguments against the deci- 
sion. ; 

I understand why many people 
say real justice would be served if 
they put a bullet in Mohammed’s 
head without a trial, saving taxpay- 
er money and time, but that is not 
how our constitution and our rules 
of law work. No matter how 
heinous an alleged crime is, or how- 
ever politically unpopular it may be, 
due process should never be swept 
aside. 

If we decided to take all of the 
Guantanamo detainees and execute 
them on the spot, we would be 


killing our values too. Sure, it pro- 
vides instant satisfaction and the 
illusion of justice being served, and 
in a high profile case like this, a 
truly fair trial is unlikely and death 
is almost all but certain. However, 
skipping the judicial process would 
undoubtedly shake the foundation 
of one of the strongest walls that 
separate the ideologies of the 
United States of America from 
those of the terrorists that seek to 
destroy us. 

Truthfully, I have no worries 
about justice not being served to 
Mohammed and the other suspects, 
because inevitably, any New York 
jury is going to be biased despite 
their best efforts to remain neutral. 
But if they do manage a neutral 
jury, assuming that the evidence 
presented is convincing, then a con- 
viction will follow. That’s how the 
system works. History shows that 
hundreds, even thousands, of the 
most heinous criminals were given 
a trial just like anyone else, why 
throw that out now just because of 
how evil these more recent crimes 
were? 

The subject is a very sensitive 
one, and I know many disagree with 
my support of the trial, but to be 
honest, their fates have already been 
decided. Whether this is entirely a 
political move to improve our 
image, it’s in image to which we 
need to hold tightly as Americans. I 
vividly recall when the Bush 
Administration was setting up the 


Iraq War, it was imperative that, 
when we captured Saddam Hussein, 
he would recieve a fair trial. 

To me, the bigger issue is the 
Guantanamo mess that was left 
behind for Obama to clean up. The 
fact is, more money is being put 
into holding detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay than will ever be 
put into this trial of the Sept. 11 sus- 
pects. And as we’re finally closing 
it, the detainees have nowhere else 
to go but to return to other districts. 
And would Americans rather see 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed receive 
prosecution in his own country, a 
country with a far weaker judicial 
system? 

Although it has its loopholes 
and flaws, I trust our justice system 
over any other. We shouldn’t feel 
the need to hide terrorists in secret 
prisons and torture information out 
of them like the previous adminis- 
tration did, no matter how important 
the information they received was. 
I also look at this trial as an oppor- 
tunity to fix those loopholes in our 
system, and show that technicalities 
won’t let these malevolent criminals 
walk free. 

Or maybe we should give them 
what a lot of Americans are crying 
out for — a quick simple execution. 
We could do it in broad daylight, 
right in the heart of NYC, and we 
could also broadcast it on live TV to 
really show all those terrorist. But 
doesn’t that just sound exactly what 
terrorists do? 


forced upon any- 
body, nor should it be. Watercolor 
paintings can be beautiful, and 
many people may want to hang 
some in their homes, but mastering 
the skill does not make someone 
more educated than anyone else, 
except in the sense that they know a 
set of rules and techniques that are 
useless outside of painting water- 
colors. In the same way, knowing 
where valence electrons orbit, or 
what the square root function is, is 


NECC 


inapplicable and useless outside of 
very specific career fields. 
Knowing more sets of arbitrary 
tules does not make somebody a 
better person, it just means they just 
know a larger number of things, 
and as I'm sure we can all acknowl- 
edge, more is not always better. 
Every person certainly needs mas- 
ter the skills of grammar, punctua- 
tion, and arithmetic. Everyone also 
needs know basic world history, the 
basic structure of their government 
and legal system, as well as the 
basis principles of science. People 
also need to be well versed in basic 
logic and ideas so they don't fall 
victim to philosophically bankrupt 
belief systems, along with the fact 
that everybody should know how to 
use their brain to think through 
problems and situations. Beyond 
that, people should be free to pur- 
sue what interests them without the 
hindrance of unnecessary, stressful 
courses that bring their GPA down 
and don't benefit them as human 
beings. And of course, if people 

realized later in life that they want- 

ed to know a more about something 

they didn't pursue, that's why we 

have colleges and 

libraries, not to mention the inter- 

net. The myth of a well-rounded 


education is going to be a hard one 
for us to break as a Society. 


community 


wants 


your opinion 


respond to by posting 
NEASC blog. 


For over a year, stu- 
dents, faculty and staff 
at Northern Essex 
Community College 
have been researching, 
collecting data, con- 
ducting interviews and 
werking to get an insti- 
tutional perspective on 
how NECC meets the 


11 Standards required 
by New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges for the continued accreditation of the 
college. 

The Standard drafts are now available for all 
members of the NECC community to read and 


comments to the NECC 


“| encourage all members of the college 
community to read this and offer suggestions 
for improvement,” President David Hartleb 


said. 
Anyone may 


read the standards and 


respond to them by visiting the Blog at 
http://betablog.necc.mass.edu/neasc. 
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Winter parkin 
in Haverhill 


City ordinance 
affects Haverhill 
car owners 


By Hore M. Hunt 
Correspondent 


With fall coming to an end and 
winter fast approaching, there are 
many issues that car owners need to 
address in preparation for the 
extremely cold temperatures and icy 
conditions. 

However, in addition to winteriz- 
ing one’s vehicle there is another 
concer that affects Haverhill car 
owners: the city’s overnight winter 
parking ordinance. 

The ordinance affects car owners 
who utilize on-street parking in the 
city of Haverhill. 

Last year, the city’s winter park- 
ing ordinance was simple enough to 
remember. During the even-num- 
bered months cars were parked on the 
even-numbered side of the street and 
during the odd-numbered months 
cars were parked on the odd-num- 
bered side of the street. 

“T think that the city should send 
reminders to the residents of the city 
that the winter parking rules are in 
effect,” said Jeff Masters, a Haverhill 
resident and car owner, who was not 
surprised the winter parking ordi- 
nance had been enacted already, 
beginning last Sunday Nov. 15. 

Car owners who violate the city’s 
overnight parking ordinance will be 


subject to a $25 fine and the towing 
of their vehicle. According to 
Haverhill-based towing company 
One Ten Towing, towing costs for a 
police-ordered tow are regulated by 
the state of Massachusetts, and would 
cost the car owner at the very least 
$135; $90 for the tow, $20 for the 
temporary storage of their car, and 
the $25 fee to the city. 

This year the city’s overnight 
winter parking ordinance officially 
came into effect last Sunday, Nov. 15, 
and spans until April 1. 

Since Nov. 15, Haverhill car 
owners utilizing on-street parking 
must park solely on the even-num- 
bered side of the street, conflicting 
with the city’s usual pattern (as 
November is an odd-numbered 
month). However, in December car 
owners are to continue parking on the 
even-numbered side of the street, 
thus returning to the usual protocol, 
as cars are to be parked on the odd- 
numbered side of the street beginning 
in January. 

Additionally, there are roads 
where parking is entirely prohibited 
during snow emergencies. A snow 
emergency is declared by the 
Commissioner of Public Works and 
affects Emerson Street, Essex Street, 
Main Street, Merrimack Street, River 
Street, Washington Street, White 
Street, Winter Street and Water 
Street. Residents can find out 
whether or not a snow emergency has 
been declared for the city of 
Haverhill by checking the local news 
or even city’s Web site’ at 
http://www.ci.haverhill.ma.us. 


A College 


that fits 


Me Ina 


~ ] = 
CK, 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 


consider this: 


e Easy transfer application 


process and generous transfer 


credit approval 


© Transfer admission for both fall 


and spring semesters 


¢ Housing available to transfer 


students 


¢ Cooperative Education and 


internships available 


e Financial aid available for 
transfer students 


Admission. 


Contact John Mclaughlin at 
mclaughlinj@merrimack.edu. 


* Schedule a personal visit | 
with our Director of Transfer ” 


reach 
out to students 


the GSA was actively sponsoring. 
They hope that the money made from 
ticket sales will enable their club to 
hold more activities on campus. 


By JULIA PITT 
Correspondent 


Students at Northern Essex were 
given the chance to talk to represen- 
tatives from different student organi- 
zations in the C building lobby on 

Jednesday, Nov. 18. 

Each of the clubs offered students 
treats and services, creating publicity 
for their organizations in the process. 

Mary Carrow and Molly Taflas, 
two members of the Hospitality Club, 
were on the scene holding a raffle to 
raise money and awareness. Their 
table consisted of five giant baskets 
full of various goodies. Behind them 
hung a wreath holding scratch tick- 
ets. 

“This is our first year,” said 
Taflas. “We're just trying to raise 
money for our scholarship.” 

The scholarship, she said, was 
something in which the club was 
involved. 

Carrow also mentioned that the 
club discusses different fundraising 
ideas. 

In October, they held a bake sale 
on campus that resulted in success. 


Set up across from the 
Hospitality Club was the Gay- 
Straight Alliance. 


“We like to put the word out that 
it's not wrong to be gay and that 
we’re equal. Our club is about shar- 
ing stories, sharing experiences. We 
welcome anyone,” said Linda Santos, 
a GSA representative. 

The GSA devoted their table to 
the Winter Ball semiformal, an event 


www.merrimack.edu 


admissionfmerrimack.edu 


e Transfer scholarships available to 


eligible students ranging from 


$5,000-$15,000 


"Merrimack College | 


JOVER, MA 


978-837-5100 


Transfer \ 
Boston, 


BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN LEADERSHIP - 
GLOBAL CLASSROOM DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 


Next program begins the week of l/11 

Experience a Global Classroom: 

+ Transfer up to 80 quarter hours or 60 semester — 
hours of undergraduate credit to begin working 
on your bachelor’s degree - 

* Join a program that attracts students from around 

the world to our Boston campus 

"Gain access to the workforce through internships 

at global organizations ; 

+ Take ‘advantage of opportunities to learn a foreign 
language and enhance your marketability 


+ Short- and long-term housing assistance available 


Next to the GSA was the 
Contemporary Affairs Club, an 
organization known for their fre- 
quently held political discussions. 

Joe Donlon, the club representa- 
tive, said the club’s main goal is to 
get students talking about the hot top- 
ics in the world today. 

“We talk politics, current social 
thought, all kinds of current event 
stuff,” he said. “We’re coming up 
with one of our next events, which 
will probably be a trip to Washington 
DC. Id like to do that every year. 
We're also meeting with Amnesty 
International to talk about human 
trafficking.” 

Donlon mentioned his hope of 
reaching out to more students. 

“Td like to see us get new mem- 
bers. This is community college and 
lots of people leave at the end of the 
day. I want to see more people stick 
around, get involved,” he said. 

Much like the GSA, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club had its 
table dedicated to a voter registration 
drive. 

Not all of the tables set up were 
student organizations. Sammy 
Hilario from Vector Marketing was 
busy passing out student surveys. 
Hilario said he wants to help students 
apply for jobs over winter break. 

“We have a student work pro- 
gram. We’ve had a great outcome 
with NECC,” he said 


Northeastern University 
College of Professional Studies 


Transform your life, 


credits 


Other Degree Completion Options 


Find out more about our other online and on-campus degree 


Scholarships up to $10,000 over the course of the BS in 
program are available for the 1/11 program start. 


Are you a 
renaissance person? 


The final round of NECC’s 
own game show version of 
“Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire” - “Are You a 
Renaissance Person” - will be 
held on Mon. Dec. 7 at noon in 
Lecture Hall A in the Spurk 
building. 

Round one _ continues 
through Wednesday, Nov. 25, 
from noon to | p.m. in the C 
building lobby. Interested stu- 
dents complete a qualifying 20 
question quiz. 

Students in the final round 
compete for a variety of prizes: 
first prize is a $250 scholarship 
to NECC, second prize is a 
$150 scholarship, third prize is 
a $100 scholarship and four 
$25 gas cars will also be given 
out. 4 

Also, at the final round, 
some audience members will 
receive door prizes. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


completion programs in areas such as Information Technology, 


Management, Finance & Accounting Management, and more 


www.northeastern.edu/cps/globalclassroom/ 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 


Atty: Fort Hood suspect 
may use insanity defense 


FORT WORTH, Texas — An 
Army psychiatrist accused of 
killing 13 people during an attack 
on his Texas post will likely plead 
not guilty to the charges against 
him and may use an insanity 
defense at his military trial, his 
attorney said Monday. 

John Galligan, the civilian 
attommey for Maj. Nidal Hasan, 
said he is considering an insanity 
defense among other options, but 
that it's too early to determine his 
defense strategy. 

“Based on the evidence thus 
far, his mental status must be 
raised,” Galligan 
Associated Press by phone from 
his office near Fort Hood, about 
130 miles southwest of Dallas. 
“Anybody who allegedly engages 
in conduct that is completely con- 
tradictory to his lifestyle and mil- 
itary career - an insanity defense 
has to be considered.” 

Hasan has been charged with 
13 counts of premeditated murder 
in the Nov. 5 shooting at Fort 
Hood, and military officials have 
said they may file more charges. 
More than two dozen others were 
wounded in the shooting spree, 
which happened at a building 
where soldiers finalize their wills 
and are medically screened before 
they are deployed. 

Galligan said military law 
requires his client to plead not 
guilty if prosecutors seek the 
death penalty, but he said that 
decision has not been made. 

Hasan remains in intensive 
care at a San Antonio military 
hospital, where he was taken after 
being shot during the attack. 
comment. 


Lawmaker Rep Kennedy 
in Communion flap 


PROVIDENCE, RI. 
Pennsylvania lawmaker defended 
Rep. Patrick Kennedy on Monday 
against a bishop who has 
acknowledged asking the Rhode 
Island congressman not to receive 
Holy Communion because of his 
support for abortion r'ghts. 

“We don't legislate at the 
orders of the Vatican, we legislate 
what is in our conscience and 
what we think is good for our 
country,” said Rep. Patrick 
Murphy, a Democrat and Catholic 
who, like Kennedy, supports abor- 
tion rights. Murphy spoke at 
Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Mass., where he received a John 
F. Kennedy New Frontier Award 
from the late president's daughter, 
Caroline Kennedy. 

Patrick Kennedy is the 
nephew of John F. Kennedy, the 
first Roman Catholic elected pres- 
ident. He and Roman Catholic 
Bishop Thomas Tobin of 
Providence, who oversees the 
most heavily Catholic state in the 
country, have clashed for weeks 
over health care reform and pub- 
licly financed abortion. 


told The] 
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Credit seminar held 


Students learn basics 
of establishing 
good credit 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Correspondent 


Learning about credit and cred- 
it scores might not sound exciting, 
but the the topic recently attracted a 
group of NECC students to the 
Tech Center where a one hour sem- 
inar was held on Tuesday, Nov. 17 
to educate students on the topic of 
credit and financial literacy. 

Jered Stewart, an expert in the 
area of financial from the Ed Fund 
organization (edfund.org) 
debunked credit myths and offered 
students practical advice on estab- 
lishing good credit. 

Sulay Sanchez, a liberal arts 
major, attended the event. 

“I wanted to know about credit 
score, what goes on a credit report, 
how you get a good or bad report... 
it’s good to know,” she said. 

Stewart addressed many of 
these things in the seminar. 

Getting approved for a credit 
card used to be as easy as a student 
going to college orientation and 
being pre-approved to “get a free t- 
shirt and get a credit card,” he said. 

But now times have changed. 
The days of being pre-approved for 
a credit card are gone. It is now 
harder for students to establish 
credit and maintain a good credit 
score. 

While many students are unable 
to get approved for a credit card 
because of insufficient credit histo- 
ty, there are secure, low risk 
options available for students. 

Most banks offer a “secured 
card.” This kind of card has a low 
limit and requires an upfront pay- 
ment. It requires students to place a 
deposit of cash, usually $300-$500 
in an account as collateral in case 
the individual fails to make the card 
payments. 

Another option is to have a par- 
ent or guardian co-sign on a credit 
card. 

“If they’re crazy enough,” 
Stewart jokingly said, but this co- 
signing will often result in an 
account approval. 

The restrictions and lack of 
independence that are connected 
with these credit accounts might 


not be appealing to students. 
Nevertheless, they are starting 
points in establishing credit history. 

Once credit is established there 
are practical steps to establishing 
and maintaining a good credit 
score. These include maintaining 
steady employment, making con- 
sistent bill payments, maintaining a 
low balance and paying bills on 
time. 

“Build these good habits when 
you’re young... and you will be 
able to enjoy life more down the 
road,” he said. 

A good credit standing has the 
potential to affect apartment and 
housing choices, provide better job 
opportunities, provide and expedite 
loan approvals, and increase in an 
individual’s purchasing power in 
large transactions such as homes 
and cars. These result in a signifi- 
cant amount of overall savings 
through acquiring lower interest 
rates on large purchases such as 
homes and cars. 

A higher credit score translates 
into a lower risk for the company or 
bank offering the loan, Stewart 
explained. 

“They [the agent offering the 
loan] want somebody with a good 
credit score.” 

Having a good credit score 
results in a win-win agreement on 
both sides, and saves the customer 
money. 

“A smart thing to do is get a 
credit card with a low balance, and 
don’t use it,” he said. “Use it for 
gas and leave it at home.” 

The enticing idea of spend now 
and pay later results in financial 
troubles. 

It is important to control 
spending and think practically. By 
using the card merely to establish 
credit, the long term benefits out- 
weigh the immediate consequences 
of overspending. 

Stewart also encouraged stu- 
dents to avoid alluring department 
store discount deals associated with 
signing up for a store credit card. 
These kinds of store cards save a 
few dollars upfront but have the 
potential to worsen a credit score 
down the road. 

Better forms of credit are a 
mortgage or a student loan. In con- 
trast to a store card, these loans are 
viewed as assets, and therefore look 
better on a credit report. 

Stewart clarified that a bank 
debit/credit card will not establish 


Credit reform 


Newly enacted legislation 
makes it harder for 
college aged students to 
get credit cards 


Too young for a card 


* People under the age of 21 will 
have to get an adult's signature 
or prove they can pay off debt 


Card ownership 


Percentage of students with credit 
cards, 2008 


Freshman jain 67% 

Sophomore i § 
Junior a 
Senior Saas 


88% 


Average credit card debt 2008 
Freshman $2,000 
Sophomore ! 
Junior SO 
Senior’ & 


Other restrictio 

* Customers must receive 45 days 
notice of higher rates 

« Accounts must be at least 60 

days late before raising rates 

on existing balances 

"Includes 5th years © 2009 MCT 
Source: Sallie Mae Graphic: Melina Yingling 
credit, and also that applying for a 
card and being denied will not hurt 
a score. A credit card denial simply 
shows up as an “inquiry.” 
Something that will also improve a 
credit rating is only using a small 
percentage of available credit. 
Needless to say, having excessive 
amounts of department score cards 
does not look good on a credit 
report. 

Above all else, Steward advised 
students to stay educated. 

“Things are changing a lot, so 
you need to stay on top of things,” 
he said. 

Students are advised to always 
read the fine print, look for hidden 
fees and to remember, if something 
sounds too good to be true, it prob- 
ably is. 


Sick student taken from shuttle 


Security Log 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

This log covers incidents between 
Nov. 5 to Nov. 20. 


Thursday, Nov. 11 - Upon arriv- 
ing at Lawrence campus, a security 
guard found the Franklin Street doors 
to campus ajar and the alarm sound- 
ing. All was normal inside of build- 
ing, 6:30 a.m. 


Thursday, Nov. 11 - The campus 
shuttle arriving in Lawrence had a 
student complaining of chest pains. 
The driver called for an ambulance 
and the student was taken to the hos- 
pital, 10 p.m. 


Monday, Nov. 16 - A car was 
broken into in lot #5 of the C bulding 
parking lot. The student filed a report 
with the Haverhill Police, 11:20 a.m. 


Wednesday, Nov. 18 - A remote 
control was missing from the 
TV/VCR in room L-131, 6 p.m. 


Wednesday, Nov. 18 - A profes- 
sor and several students in room L-14 
complained that the classroom was 
freezing, 8 p.m. 
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World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 

200) PS 

Canada woman to fight 


insurance over Facebook 


MONTREAL - 
A Canadian woman on sick 
leave for depression said 


Monday she would fight an 
insurance company's decision to 
cut her benefits after her agent 
found photos on Facebook of her 
vacationing, at a bar and at a 


party. 

Nathalie Blanchard said 
Monday she was diagnosed with 
major depression and was 


receiving monthly - sick-leave 
benefits until payments dried up 
this fall. 


When Blanchard called her 
insurance provider, Manulife, to 
find out why, she says she was 
told the Facebook photos 
showed she was able to work. 

"If you have insurance, be 
careful. This is a major battle 
and it's not going to be easy," 
Blanchard, 29, said in a tele- 
phone interview from her home 
in Bromont Quebec. 

She said her insurance agent 
described several pictures 
Blanchard posted on Facebook, 
including ones showing her hay- 
ing a good time at a 
Chippendales bar show, at her 
birthday party and on a holiday. 

Blanchard said she took 
three four-day trips when she 
was feeling especially low, on 
her psychiatrist's advice. 

The issue raises concerns for 
anyone who expects their private 
life to remain so if they post per- 
sonal information to social net- 
working sites such as Facebook. 

"It's good warning for people 
who use Facebook. It's not like 
being at home and writing in 
your diary. It's out there for the 
whole world to see," her lawyer, 
Tom Lavin, said. 


Belgian says he was alert 
but mute for 23 years 


BRUSSELS — For 23 tortur- 
ous years, Rom Houben says he 
lay trapped in his paralyzed body, 
aware of what was going on 
around him but unable to tell any- 
one or even cry out. 

The car-crash victim had been 
diagnosed as being in a vegetative 
state but appears to have been 
conscious the whole time. An 
expert using a specialized type of 
brain scan that was not available 
in the 1980s finally realized it, and 
unlocked Houben's mind again. 

The 46-year-old Houben is 
now communicating with one fin- 
ger and a special touchscreen on 
his wheelchair. 

“Powerlessness. Utter power- 
lessness. At first I was angry, then 
I learned to live with it,” he said, 
punching the message into the 
screen during an interview with 
the Belgian RTBF network, aired 
Monday. He has called his rescue 
his “renaissance.” 

Over the years, Houben's fam- 
ily refused to accept the word of 
his doctors, firmly believing their 
son knew what was happening 
around him, and gave no thought 
to letting him die, said his mother, 
Fina. She was vindicated when the 
breakthrough came. 


Events 
Calendar 


* The Contemporary 
ffairs Club will be holding an 
alumni day where people can 
eet past members of the 
ub from noon to 1 p.m. in 
‘oom C-110. Free pizza will 
be served. : 


DECEMBER 


ja. WEDNESDAY 


* The Contemporary 
ffairs club will be holding an 
nternational Day at noon in 
‘oom C-110. Free food will be 
Berved. 


* A seasonal celebration 
and children’s holiday party 
ill be held from 3 to 6 p.m. in 
e Sport and Fitness Center. 
aculty, students and staff are 
nvited to attend. There will be 
rafts, food and free pictures 
ith Santa from 4 to 6 p.m. 

The event is free, but new, 
nwrapped toys will be 
ccepted as donations to 
he Emmaus House. 


FRIDAY 


* “Progression,” a student 
dance performance will be 
eld at 8 p.m. in the Sport and 
itness Center. An additional 
performance will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $7 for adults, 
$5 for students and seniors 
and $3 for children under 12. 


6 SUNDAY 


eld at 2 p.m. in Technology 


h * Acchoir concert will be 
enter room 102. 


44 FRIDAY 


* The Top Notch Players 
resent their annual produc- 
ion of “A Christmas Caro!” at 

p.m. in the Hawrylciw 
heater on the third floor of 
he Spurk building. 

Additional performances 
ill be held on Saturday, Dec. 
2 at7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 
3 at 3 p.m. 


15 TUESDAY 


* A Jazz/Rock concert will 
pe held at 6:30 p.m. in 
echnology Center room 102. 


what 
your club. teum or office 


Please e-mail the 


Observer know 


clude 


calendar” in 
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Campus Life 


Local talent on the rise 


Talent shines through 
in those with 
“Like Mindz” 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 


Local talent 
is very hard to 
find in 
Massachusetts, 
so when the rap 
group Like 
Mindz broke 
into the world 
of Hip-Hop in 
Lawrence, I 
knew their name had to be known. 
Like Mindz is made up of two men 
chasing a dream. 

Known for his metaphorical 
lyrics, and raw talent, former NECC 
student Patrick Hbaiter aka Patrick 
Starr is bringing something different 
to the world of Hip-Hop. 

“Like Mindz is made up of two 
individuals, Patrick Starr and 
LexKraze, that’s it, no affiliates, 
nothing like that, just two like 
minds,” said Starr. 

Many teens might know Patrick 
Starr, formerly know as Joos. He has 
been featured in many dancehall, reg- 
gae, and rap tracks with some of 
Lawrence’s well known artists such 
as, Nawlage, Pica, and C-Sharp. 

“Our main mission is to bring 


Hip Hop (music) back, starting with 
Massachusetts, they say start small 
but we are aiming big,” Starr said. 

In Lawrence there are many 
aspiring artists, so what makes Like 
Mindz different? Unlike many other 
tap groups is made up of only two 
individuals who have a passion for 
creating genuine music with detailed 
lyrics, drawing a picture for their lis- 
teners 

“T am putting all of my effort 
into making this group be the best 
and go far,” LexKraze said. 

“I am using this as my outlet to 
do something with my life and stay 
off the streets. I have all the confi- 
dence in the world that Patrick Starr 
and I will make a difference in the 
world of Hip-Hop.” 

Their songs tell a story and invite 
the listener into their world. Patrick 
Starr and LexKraze have very differ- 
ent lyrical techniques. After listening 
to a few of their songs I can tell that 
Patrick Starr uses many metaphors in 
his lyrics while LexKraze uses real 
life to tell his stories. These two dif- 
ferent approaches to Hip-Hop are 
very refreshing. It isn’t overwhelm- 
ing to listen to their music because 
you get to experience two different 
styles in a very broad genre of music. 

“Hip hop is a cultural expression, 
influenced by every single genre of 
music,” Patrick Starr said. 

“We need to make a difference in 
Hip-Hop today.” 

After asking Patrick Starr who 
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LexKraze and Patrick Starr representing for their 


hometown of Lawrence. 


his musical icons were, I was sur- 
prised to hear him include Michael 
Jackson and Johnny Cash. 

“They helped opened up the 
world of music for me,” Patrick Starr 
said. 

A song that they recently put out 
called “Round my Hometown”, 
inspired by Adele’s song “Hometown 
Glory”, shows how LexKraze and 
Patrick Starr perceive Lawrence. 
This song makes you open up and 
look at their hometown through their 
eyes and see their struggles. Like 
Mindz is becoming well known by 


fellow artists in the Lawrence area. 
They recently finished a track named 
“Pusha” featuring Lloyd, and Lil 
Wayne, which will be aired on Jam’n 
94.5 on Friday, Nov. 27. Many of 
Like Mindz’ fan base is based on 
social networking websites such as 
Myspace and Twitter. 

“We have a digital fan base right 
now, it is much faster and more effi- — 
cient.” Patrick Starr said. 

For more information on Like 
Mindz visit www.myspace.com/the- 
realpatrickstarr or 
www.myspace.com/lexkraze. 


Macs: the right choice? 


PC vs. Mac; what to 
think of when you're 
choosing a laptop 


By. BriTTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


We've all seen the constant 
debate over Macs and PCs. Still PCs 
are the most widely used computer 
platform in the world. So why should 
you, as a college student consider 
choosing a Mac? 

In the long run Macs will leave 
you happier and more productive 
than you'd ever feel buying and-using 
a Windows system. Buying, you say? 
Yes I said buying. You may be saying + 
to yourself ‘well I know for sure 
Macs are way more expensive than a 
PC will ever be.’ This may seem true, 
but I'll tell you why at the end of the 
shopping day. You may have just paid 
about the same amount for your PC 
with all its accessories and software 
than if you would’ve bought a Mac, 
complete with pre-installed software 
at no extra cost. Price is the factor 
that causes most of the world to turn 
away from a Mac. Must people turn 
down the aisle and see a PC with the 
same CPU speed, RAM, and hard 
drive space for a lot less, and go with 
a PC. Here’s why you should take a 
second look. Yes, $699 beats the 
$1,800 your going to pay for a Mac, 
but when it comes down to it there’s 
still a lot more to buy for the PC to 
ensure the productivity level is at it’s 
greatest. For instance security soft- 
ware, the PC will usually come with 
a 60-day trial and once that runs out 
you'll end up paying $50 a year to 
protect the PC. No need for antivirus 


on a Mac. The biggest plus for choos- 
ing a Mac is having less security 
headaches to deal with. That’s 
because there are fewer viruses writ- 
ten for the OS X operating system. A 
Mac owner with no security at all 
runs less of a risk than a PC user who 
obsessively protects their PC.. Steve 
Sharrock, a student at Northern Essex 
had this to say about his switch from 
a PC to a Mac. 

“My HP laptop crashed over and 
over again to the point where I could- 
n’t even turn it on anymore, I needed 
a laptop desperately for school, I had 
heard great things about the Macs so 
I purchased a Macbook Pro, it’s by 
far the best decision when consider- 
ing reliability and usefulness, it came 
with everything I needed already 
installed on it, [ could literally take it 
out of the box and use it,I’ll never go 
PC again.” 

If your looking for a package on 
a PC comparable to Macs preloaded 
iPhoto, garage band, video editing, 
dvd-creation, and adobe photoshop 
elements, you’re looking at an addi- 
tional $524 for the windows equiva- 
lent software so your $699 laptop is 
now looking more like $1,223. 
Students also get discounted prices 
on Macs. PCs shortcomings are a bit 
of a pitfall with a battery life of two 
and a half hours on charge compared 
to five to eight hours on various Mac 
models. Macs also have tremendous- 
ly better screen resolution; 1,920 pix- 
els wide by 1,200 high vs. 1,440 by 
900 for an HP. 

I hear the argument all the time 
that Macs are difficult to use. I assure 
you so is riding a bicycle for the first 
time, and once you get the hang of it 
isn’t it so much easier? So, yes of 
course you will have to learn a new 


MCT Campus photo 


A student works on laptop while in class, it looks like 
he made a poor choice and bought a PC. 


operating system, but you'll be so 
pleased you did. Apple is the only 
company in the business to write its 
own operating system and design its 
own hardware. When you buy a PC 
you're buying hardware from one 
company and an operating system 
from another. You don’t have to be a 
computer wiz to know that at times 
they’re not completely compatible 
and there in lies your constant freez- 
ing or crashes or having to reboot all 
the time. With Apple writing its own 
system you know the hardware and 
the software are made for each other. 
Meghan Mansor a graduate of UMass 
Dartmouth, and now a Masters 
Programs student said 

“I bought my Mac over a year 
ago, when I had a PC it would always 
get viruses and there would always 
be something wrong with it. In the 
little over a year I’ve had my Mac 


I’ve never had a problem, I'd recom- 
mend them to anyone, it’s the best 
decision I’ve ever made I'd never go 
back.” 

All Macs are Wi-Fi capable. Any 
available wireless networks automat- 
ically show up and all you have to do 
is select the network, enter a pass- 
word if necessary, and you’re con- 
nected. This is a great perk for col- 
lege students always on the go. 

Forrester Research recently 
released consumer experience results 
with computer companies, analyzing 
their view of machine’s usefulness, 
usability, and enjoyability. Apple 
received the highest rating in all three 
categories. When choosing your next 
laptop or desktop look beyond the 
price tag and look into what kind of 
quality you’re going to get. Get a 
Mac. 


Taylor Swift sweeps CMA 


By NICOLE Scopa 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The 43rd 
pannual 
+ CMA’s took 
place on 
Nov. 11th, 
hosted by 
Cyair rt 
Underwood 
and Brad 
Paisley. It 
] was a great 
night for 
everyone, especially for one young 
girl who had her dreams come true 
on that night: Taylor Swift. That 
night, Swift took home 4 awards 
and was also crowned entertainer of 
the year. Swift is the youngest per- 
son ever and the first solo female 
artist in nearly a decade to be hon- 
ored with such an award. The only 
person that won before she did was 
Shania Twain in 1999. The other 
awards Swift won that night were, 
Album of the year, Music video of 
the year for “Love Story,” and also 
the award for female vocalist of the 
year. 

Swift was completely stunned at 
the result of all of this. 

“All I could think about was the 
fact that all my life, the entertainer 
of the year award was always such 
an unattainable thing, an unattain- 
able dream. Then theve I was walk- 
ing up to the stage and it was hap- 
pening. It took a while for it to sink 
in,” she said. 

It’s amazing to everyone how a 
19-year-old girl has made it this far, 
and she still has so far to go. She 
had no idea “Love Story” would 
become so popular or take her as far 
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Arts & Entertainment 


when writing it on her bedroom 
floor. 

There was a feature in “People 
Magazine” with other country 
artists speaking their mind in 
response to Swift winning entertain- 
er of the year. 

Faith Hill was one of the artists 
who commented on this. 

“T think she worked her tail off 
the last couple [years] and she 
deserves to win,” she said. 

Hill’s husband, Tim McGraw, 
also had a comment to make. 

“T’ve been doing this a long 
time, and she’s got a better head on 
her shoulders than I do, so I don’t 
know how anybody could complain 
about that,” he said. 

Randy Travis believes she is 
very talented, but that this came too 
quick for her. 

“As a writer, she is a phenome- 
nal talent. When you look at the 
body of work that she has written at 
the age when she came into this 
business, it’s remarkable. It really 
is. But do I think that entertainer of 
the year might have been a little 
early? In my opinion, yes, for what- 
ever that’s worth,” he said. 

Maybe this honor came too 
quickly for her, but it came for a 
reason and the reason is that she is 
very talented. If she wasn’t gen- 
uinely good she wouldn’t be win- 
ning awards left and right, so she’s 
obviously very deserving. 

However, I would agree with 
Travis. After finding out that she 
won, I was quite shocked. It sur- 
prised me that she beat out these 
other country singers that have been 
well known for such a long time like 
Keith Urban, Kenny Chesney, Brad 
Paisley, and George Strait. If it was 
me, I would have given it a couple 


more years before I had Taylor win, 
mainly because I think if you give a 
young girl a huge honor, they will 
have to maintain that high standard 
and sometimes they take it for 
granted. Not to say that’s how she is 
because she seems very grateful and 
deserving, but it happens. 

If I could nominate a female for 
entertainer of the year that I believe 
should win over Swift, it would 
have to be Carrie Underwood. 
Underwood has come so far since 
American Idol while most of the 
winners of American Idol drift off 
and vanish. You’d think they fell off 
the face of the earth. Underwood, in 
my opinion, is more talented. Not 
only that, but her music grabs the 
attention of a larger age group, 
while I feel that Swift appeals to the 
younger audience because her songs 
are sort of like teenie-bopper beats 
that really aren’t even country. 
They’re much more on the pop side. 

Since Underwood wasn’t even 
nominated, I can’t make this into a 
relative argument, but the person 
who should have won is Keith 
Urban. I’m not going to lie, country 
music isn’t my cup of tea, but I will 
listen to Urban’s music. Not to 
mention, he’s amazing live. Swift 
usually sounds too pitchy and flat 
for me. 

There are problems with Swift 
getting named entertainer of the 
year. For one thing, like I said, her 
music is not country. I could tum 
the radio on any station right now 
and I’m bound to hear a Taylor 
Swift song. If she was real country, 
she’d only be on the country station 
like Keith Urban, Kenny Chesney, 
etc. 

What really bothers me is all 
these award shows don’t have any- 
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A shocked Taylor Swift receives her award for 
Entertainer of the Year at the 2009 CMA Awards. 


thing to do with talent, they’re all 
turned into popularity contests. 
Swift gets so much exposure, she’s 
practically is everywhere. She’s on 
magazine covers, she’s all over T.V., 
it’s a little overwhelming. 
Whenever I go to stores in the CD 
section, I can easily find a Taylor 
Swift CD, but I’d have to search 
through the country section for 
Keith Urban or anyone else. 
Therefore, even though I said I’m 
surprised she won, at the same time 
I’m not because there are so many 
young girls in the 12-year-old age 
group that are obsessed with her 
songs and probably stay up all night 
voting for her to win. 

Swift is talented, and I’d never 
take that away from her. I think it’s 
great she won the other awards, but 


I think entertainer of the year is 
stretching it a little too far. Her 
songs are all right, but I doubt par- 
ents are going to go out and buy her 
album unless it’s for their daughters. 

Now that Swift is the new enter- 
tainer of the year for country music, 
what else is in store for young 
Swift? Seeing as how things have 
gone for her, and are continuing to 
go, I’m sure you’ll continue to hear 
a lot about her. As award shows in 
the future come up, she is bound to 
win more, but is it for the right rea- 
son, or is it simply because she is 
thrown out in the world so much 
that she’s insanely popular? Who 
knows, but entertainer of the year is 
going to be a strong honor to take 
on, hopefully she can prove to us 
that she deserves that role. 


Observer soundtrack VAC MENG ITI 


Each new semester brings a new 
set of musical tastes to the Observer. 
On any given day, you can hear any 
one of these songs blasting down the 
hallway from the newspaper office in 
room C-222. 

This following list is literally the 
soundtrack to the newspaper. Music 
is what keeps many staff members 
going through long hours in the 
office in front of the computer. 
Whether it's out loud or on our head- 
phones, this is what we're listening 
to: 

Nicole Scopa 

“TiK ToK” - Ke$ha - The way 
this song is so upbeat puts me in a 
pumped mood and helps me focus 
when I want to write a good story. 

“T Think About You Everyday” - 
A Rocket to the Moon - Although I 
love how a fast paced, upbeat song 
makes me awake to want to write, I 
like to tone my mood down with this 
slow song. Even though a faster song 
makes me happier, this song helps 
calm me down and be able to write. 

Chantal McGovern 

“The Kill” - 30 Seconds to Mars 
- I can relate to this song because I 
like, a majority of people have tried 
to change myself for someone who 
did not want me in the first place. 

“Let it Rock” - Kevin Rudolf ft. 
Lil Wayne - This song is just too 
catchy for its own good. Lucky for 
me I discovered this song while flip- 
ping through the radio and could not 
stop listening. There is a pitfall to this 
song though: I really cannot stop 
dancing to it. . 

“November Rain” - Guns N' 
Roses - This song is brilliant and 
deep in so many ways. I love the 
piano and the two guitar solos are 
astounding. The end of this song is 
the best though because I always 
imagine somebody running through 
the rain. 

Patricia Smith 

“You Belong With Me” - Taylor 
Swift - I didn't really like this song 
when I first heard it but it really grew 


on me since then. Particularly when 
we made a joke out of it in the news- 
room for certain undisclosable rea- 
sons among Observer female staff 
editors. 

“Daylight”- Matt and Kim - This 
song makes me really happy. No one 
really knows what he's talking about 
in the lyrics, but just listen to it and 
you'll feel like you're in that much of 
a better mood. It keeps me going 
while I'm doing schoolwork, articles, 
work, etc.ete. 

Julie Varney 

“Jump then Fall” - Taylor Swift - 
Taylor Swift just released her 
“Fearless” album with six new songs 
and ever since then I haven't been 
able to get past those first six songs 
when listening to the album because I 
have them on constant repeat. This 
song is my favorite. I love it, which is 
fitting because it’s about falling in 
love and not being afraid to follow 
your heart and take that leap of faith, 
and that someone will be there to 
catch you. 

“21 Guns” - Green Day - This 
song is good to either rock out to or 
relax. Besides being part of Green 
Day's story line of war and peace on 
their album “2lIst Century 
Breakdown,” this is a in which you 
can find your own meaning. It's about 
our own wars within ourselves and 
surrendering yourself to the chaos 
around you to find peace within 
yourself. 

Matt McCarron 

“Where The Streets Have No 
Name” - U2 - A great song by an 
even greater band. I find the song is 
great when driving down a road at 
night. There is something about the 
long intro that is just perfect. I can't 
explain it, so just listen to it the next 
time you’re driving somewhere. 

“Brain Stew” - Green Day - This 
is one of my favorite songs by Green 
Day. I usually listen to this song 
when I need to concentrate, whether 
it's an essay or research paper. 
However there is one requirement 
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The Observer staff gets their Warhol on for their third musical collaboration 


when listening to this song, you must 
listen to it at max volume. 

Sam Sawyer 

“Board Up the House” - Genghis 
Tron - Board up the house is the title 
track of the album, and it's 6 minutes 
of beautiful chaos. It is both driving 
and powerful, as well as trancelike 
and relaxing. 

“Sevens” - Guthrie Govan - 
Sevens is a six minute long instru- 
mental song by progressive guitar 
virtuoso Guthrie Govan. It's full of 
gorgeous riffs and mind-blowing 
solos, without any lyrics to distract 
me. 

Jamie-Lee Rodriguez 

“December 4”- Jay-Z - “Sean 
Carter was born on December 4, 
weighing in at 10lbs 1loz, he was the 
last of my four children, the only one 


who didn't give me any pain when I 
gave birth to him, so that's how I 
knew he was a special child.” When 
this song came out in 2002 on the 
Black Album it made my day! All I 
could remember is laying in bed and 
listening to this song and thinking 
“This man is amazing!” Jay-Z is my 
all time favorite rapper. This song 
outlines all the struggles he had to go 
through as a child through to adult- 
hood. 

“Ex-Factor” - Lauryn Hill - “Is 
this just a silly game, that forces you 
to act this way? Forces you to scream 
my name, then pretend like you can't 
stay.” I found that this song gives us 
women a lot of strength especially 
when it comes to dealing with our 
ex's. It makes me want to sing and 
dance whenever I hear it. 


Alex Trecartin 

“American Girl” - Tom Petty and 
the Heartbreakers - I actually heard 
this song at a public appearance from 
Hillary Clinton while she was still on 
the campaign trail. I was also sitting 
about six feet away from her for her 
entire~presentation, and even got to 
talk to her and shake her hand after- 
wards. Sure, she didn’t get elected, 
but how often do you personally 
meet Presidential candidates? The 
moral of the story? Get involved in 
politics, as well as killer tunes. 

“Nine in the Afternoon” - Panic 
at the Disco - If there was ever a song 
more unconditionally upbeat than 
this one, I’ve yet to sample its deli- 
ciousness with my ears. No other 
song can sing about the metaphorical 
end of days and still sound so cheery. 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Nov. 25, 2009 


This band is one happy accident 


NECC student 
is the drummer for 
local band 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 


As I 
reached for 
my water 
bottle on an 
sweltering 
August 
night, I 
heard one 
of my 
favorite 
songs, 
“Have you ever seen the rain,” play- 
ing in the distance. 

I promptly unplugged the radio. 
Why would I waste money on elec- 
tricity in this economy? As I closed 
my eyes, I was thankful; I would not 
be listening to crickets the rest of the 
night. 

About a week later I heard this 
mysterious rock and roll saint play- 
ing again and for the rest of the sum- 


mer, even when it was raining out. 
Some of my neighbors said that it 
was an actual band practicing. 

This was even better than free 
radio, this was a free show every 
night. I wanted to pat the people on 
the back for working so hard and not 
having pitchy voices, they were rock 
and roll saints. . 

The fall came too quickly to my 
heart’s dismay, and I had to close my 
windows. There would be no more 
musical joy floating through the mid- 
night air. 

A few days ago, I came home to 
find that my mother had a card wait- 
ing for me on the entertainment cen- 
ter. It was a business card for the 
band I had known as The Rock and 
Roll Saints the whole summer, who 
were, quite coincidentally, named 
The Happy Accident. 

The Happy Accident consists of 
four members: drummer Bobby 
Langlais, rhythm guitarist James 
Hicklin, lead guitarist Jack Barrier; 
and bass guitarist Bill Harrier. 

They formed coincidentally in 
April 2009 when Langlais, Barrier, 
and Harrier started playing as a trio. 
To compensate for their lack of a 
dedicated vocalist, each band mem- 
ber pitched in to help sing their 


songs. 

In July 2009, The Happy 
Accident got a bass player, Alex, who 
moved to Spain shortly after, leaving 
them bereft until Harrier stepped up 
to fill the spot. 

“We play everything from rock to 
reggae as well as an bunch of origi- 
nals,” Langlais said. 

Langlais is an business manage- 
ment major here at NECC and is also 
an DJ for 92.5 The River. Despite 
being the youngest member, Langlais 
is the self proclaimed “band mother’ 
who deals with everything. 

“Most of my energy goes into 
this,” Langlais said, still looking tired 
after having just played a show the 
previous night at the Chit Chat 
Lounge on Nov. 12. 

Although there is no set vocalist, 
Langlais sings about half the songs in 
addition to playing the drums. 

Langlais said many people ask 
“How can you do that?” because he is 
in the back pounding away at the 
drums while he is singing. 

The result is amazing though, 
especially their cover work. They 
cover everything from Johnny Cash 
and The Steve Miller Band to Green 
Day and Cheap Trick. The Happy 
Accident also covers The Beatles and 


Go gaga for this CD 


Lady Gaga releases 


her new CD in 
monster form 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


With the release of her new 
album, “The Fame Monster,” on 
Nov. 23, Lady Gaga proves once 
again that she is one 
fierce and talented 
chick. 

Gaga respects her 
fans and wants to make 
her album affordable for 
everyone. Therefore, 
the album was released 
in three different ver- 
sions. 

One version was just 
“The Fame Monster” 
which is the new album 
alone consisting of 8 
tracks, and it’s also the 
most affordable one for 
those fans that don’t 
have much money to 
spend, the other version 
is “The Fame Monster 
Deluxe,” which is a two 
disk pack of her new » 
album “The Fame 
Monster,” and her debut 
album “The Fame,” 
which includes Gaga’s 
early popular songs, 
“Just Dance” and 
“Poker Face.” Finally there is a third 
version that only true fans of Lady 
Gaga will purchase since it is quite 
pricey is, “The Fame Monster Super 
Deluxe.” Not only does this version 
consist of her new album, but it also 
has some special goodies such as a 
lock of her hair, pull out posters, a 
paper doll collection, and more. 
That version, however, will not be 
released until Dec. 15. 

As for Gaga’s new album, I’m 
more than pleased with it. It wasn’t 
surprising to me that I’d like it, 
because all of her songs seem to stick 
in my head and replay over and over. 


Just stick her new disc in the player 
and you could have an instant party; 
her songs are that good. Lady Gaga 
has a way of making her songs so 
catchy that you’ll want to get up and 
“just dance.” 

I'd have to say my top two 
favorite songs from this album 
would be “Bad Romance” and 
“Telephone,” featuring Beyonce. 

“Bad Romance” has lyrics that 
have such a monstrous feel to them, 
such as, “I want your ugly, I want 


LADY [GAGA 


your disease,” along with, “I want 
your horror, I want your design, 
‘cause you’re a criminal as long as 
you're mine.” 

The lyrics just grab you by your 
shirt and pull you in with their strong 
message. Not only that, but her 
music video for that song is just one 
word: fierce. All the different outfits 
and crazy scenes in her video would 
send shivers up and down your spine. 
She is definitely one person that | 
can honestly say is so twisted, but in 
the best way possible. She knows 
what works, and she works it well. 

Although most would say her 


videos are too scandalous and sexy 
because she wears very scanty 
clothes, but that’s what sells and 
that’s what makes her one of a kind. 
The song “Telephone,” is a great mix 
of pop and hip-hop. What I love most 
about this song, is the first part of it 
is very slow and mellow, you would 
think it wouldn’t be an upbeat song, 
but after she says, “Sorry I cannot 
hear you I’m kind of busy,” it turns 
into a clubbing kind of song with its 
upbeat rhythm. 

Although the song 
has a danceable tune, it 
also has a purpose 
behind it. It’s about a 
guy that didn’t make 
plans with his girl 
ahead of time and, 
now that she’s out, he 
keeps calling her and 
bugging her with the 
constant phone calls. 
You can hear this 
when she sings, “You 
shoulda made some 
» plans with me, you 
knew that I was free. 
And now you won’t 
stop calling me; I’m 
kinda busy.” 

Not only are her 
songs fun to dance to, 
but they also have 
meaning; they’re not 
just empty lyrics. Two 
other great songs 
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Courtesy photo would be “Alejandro” 
Lady Gaga’s new CD “The Fame Monster.” 
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and “Dance in the 
Dark.” 

It’s actually really hard to pick a 
favorite song because they’re all 
equally amazing. 

Lady Gaga is rumored to be a 
hermaphrodite, which might tum a 
lot of people away from her, but I 
don’t care if she is or isn’t, she has 
such incredible talent that can’t be 
taken away from her no matter what. 

If you get a chance, at least check 
out “The Fame Monster” online. You 
don’t need to buy it, but I’d recom- 
mend it to anyone that loves music 
that puts you in a great mood. This 
album receives a 10/10 score from 
me. 


The Rolling Stones, material other 
bands don’t dare touch. 

Their originals like “Sexy Dance 
Moves” are equally as good. Some of 
their songs even have made their way 
into radio commercials on 92.5, The 
River. 


Courtesy photo 
The band The Happy Accident consists of Bobby 
Langlais, James Hicklin, Jack Barrier and Bill Harrier. 


You can check “The Happy 
Accident” out on 
http:/www.MySpace.com/thehappy- 
accidentband for dates and times for 
their upcoming shows. 


‘2012’-the end? 


New film brings 
Mayan prediction to 
the big screen 


By GATHURU NDUNGU 
Correspondent 


The Mayan community might be 
wrong, and I hope they were when 
they predicted the end of the world in 
2012. That aside, we can’t be wrong 
by saying that “2012” the movie 
deserved every bit of the $65.2 mil- 
lion it made on its debut weekend. 

For those who don’t know, 2012 
is the year the Mayan calendar runs 
out. Some believe that this is the day 
the world will end while others say 
that the event will fall somewhere in 
between excitement and _ signifi- 
cance. 

Emmerich has leveled most of 
the world’s landmarks in this box 
office blast. The same guy who 
brought the world of theater such 
films as “Independence Day” and the 
“Day After Tomorrow” is proud this 
day with his star meter rising to 881 
percent according to a report on the 
Internet Movie Database. 

In this story, John Cusack plays 
Jackson Curtis, a divorced dad who 
is taking his kids (Liam James, 
Morgan Lily) camping for the week- 
end in Yellowstone National Park. 
When they arrive in the wilderness, 
he is surprised to find the landscape 
has changed significantly since he 
was there with their mother Kate 
(Amanda Peet) years earlier. After 
the trio crosses into a restricted area 
and is roughly apprehended by gun- 
toting soldiers in combat fatigues, 
Jackson suspects something is up. 
Meanwhile, Adrian Helmsley 
(Chiwetel Ejiofor) is a geological 
scientist working for the U.S. gov- 
ernment. He, along with others (Jimi 
Mistry, John Billingsley), are chart- 
ing radical changes in the Earth’s 
inner core - variations that threaten 
to cause a catastrophic earthquake in 
the very near future. However, their 
predictions for demolition begin to 
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The end is here. 


unfold much earlier than expected, 
leaving mankind poised on the brink 
of total annihilation. 

The Russian tycoon (Zlatko 
Buric) finds it wiser to transport his 
expensive cars other than allowing 
dying people board his giant plane. 

The tycoon character also 
appeals to those playing love and 
money game when he leaves his wife 
to die and saves a dog. Throwing sci- 
ence to the breeze, “2012” is a clas- 
sic popcorn flick where guessing 
who will make it and who won't is 
part of the fun. 

The visual effects, which depict 
the obliteration of iconic structures 
and statues as well as the California 
coastline as it slides into the ocean, 
are amazing, even if the movie occa- 
sionally becomes too caught up in 
the enormity of the destruction on 
screen. Fortunately, despite the dev- 
astation and the nastier side of 
human nature that are frequently 
seen, the storyline rebounds with 
redeeming acts of heroism and 
humanity, even from politicians. 

While “2012” might not lessen 
anyone’s fears about the future, it at 
least offers audiences a lively dis- 
traction from their present day prob- 
lems. 
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NECC PACE students lead lives 


PACE helps to ease 
the transferring 


process for students 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


If you’re interested in transfer- 
ring to a four-year college then you 
should definitely try and check out 
PACE. The PACE (Pathways to 
Academic and Career Excellence) 
program offers students with the abil- 
ity to obtain skills needed to com- 
plete their associates degree, and 
allows them with the opportunity to 
receive personal academic and finan- 
cial support while transitioning to a 
four-year college or degree program. 
The best part about it all--- is that it’s 
entirely free. 

The program is a member of the 
TRIO project that is under the U.S. 
Department of Education, and is a 
federally funded Student Support 

Services program. PACE provides 
’ students with support on academics, 
career, mentoring, transferring, 
financial aid, and even provides stu- 
dents with transportation to four-year 
colleges that they might currently be 
interested in. 

The program is catered to help 
students who are currently receiving 
financial aid, whose parents did not 
graduate from college with a 


Bachelors degree, or who are current- 
ly enrolled in developmental courses 
such as reading, writing and mathe- 
matics. 

“Pace is a transfer program that 
helps students meet their transfer 
goals at NECC. To even have the pro- 
gram, we have to apply for it once 
every four years and it has to be 
approved,“ said Karen Mitchell, 
Director of the PACE program. “We 
have been doing the program since 
1980, and I have been the director 
since 1997,” she said. 

“We have a lot of fun,” added 
Kristen Amold, PACE advisor for 
transferring. “And that is the reason 
why so many students have had so 
much fun working with us,” she said. 

Pace focuses on trying to create 
relationships with students so that 
they might receive support on fur- 
thering their own careers or educa- 
tion. Recently, PACE decided to con- 
duct a workshop where they adminis- 
tered personality tests in order to help 
students with their current potential 
future career paths. 

“What we do in PACE is to try to 
establish relationships with students 
so that their support techniques 
becomes a little bit more individual- 
ized,” Mitchell said. . 

“Transferring is important and 
we have a lot of students who trans- 
fer. Years ago we didn’t have a men- 
toring program. We found that stu- 
dents often fell through the cracks, 


Technical 
difficulties? 


Mysteries of the 
universe stay ravelled, 
scientists baffled 


By STEPHEN TONEY 
Correspondent 


The Large Hadron Collider, or 
LHC, in Geneva has been experienc- 
ing technical difficulty and mechani- 
| cal failure since its grand showing in 
Sept. of last year, but could all the 
failure be attributed to the very parti- 
cle the machine was built to find? 

That's what two renown scientists 
are suggesting. The LHC is a high- 
energy particle accelerator that shoots 
beams of particles whizzing towards 
each other with incredible energy and 
speed in hopes they collide, revealing 
mysteries of physics to the world. 

It is basically a 17mi long oval 
tube built 5O0ft underground using 
magnets to propel the particle beams 
toward each other in Geneva, 
Switzerland. It is funded by CERN, 
the European Organization for 
Nuclear Research. Holger Bech 
Nielsen and Masao Ninomiya suggest 
that the particle the LHC is attempting 
to find, called the Higgs boson, which 
is a particle responsible for giving all 
things mass, is literally coming back 
in time and sabotaging the project in 
order to not be found. 

Nielsen and Ninomiya have sub- 
mitted articles to arxiv.org that sug- 


gest the LHC will not be able to find 
the Higgs boson due to the immense 
role it plays in the world. Because the 
Higgs is a particle that can be credited 
with formation of the past, and hints 
of the future, and is believed to exist 
in all dimensions with no time restric- 
tions, they believe it is able to travel 


from future to past. 


With some of the malfunctions 
with the LHC, the theory almost 
seems sound. Many physicists believe’ 
that the fundamental laws of physics 
are reversible, giving the crazy time 
traveling Higgs boson theory its’ 
merit. After its grand revealing in| 
Sept. of 2008, the LHC ran very short- 
ly and then experienced a huge 


mechanical failure. 


A connection between two mag- 
nets were vaporized putting the 
machine out of commission for over a 
year. A close call was also discovered 
recently while during a walk of the 
machine, crumbs were noticed under 
an air duct. When trying to discover, 
the origins of the crumbs, security 
tapes showed a pigeon dropping a| 
piece of bread well enough to fall into 
the air duct just perfectly well enough| 
to block the suction, which held the 
potential for major catastrophe if the 


machine was turned on. 


With the LHC scheduled to be 
back up and running in December o: 
this year, the world just may find out 
if the “Terminator” like Higgs boson} 
really is trying to ruin this monumen- 


tal experiment. 


and then came back to us whenever 
they felt like they needed to talk,” she 
said. 

Now, students come back to talk 
whenever they‘d like. The PACE 
alumni program allows PACE to 
keep in touch with former students 
who have moved on to their current 
four year colleges. 

Another important aspect about 
PACE is mentoring. Their transfer 
scholarships take years to create from 
scholarship bases. Many students 
often find themselves applying and 
becoming really successful, and then 
coming back to tell other students 
about it. 

“We really go to great lengths 
whether it be personality types, learn- 
ing styles, portfolios, or even figur- 
ing out who they are and what they 
want. We individualize it for them,” 
said Mitchell. She added, “We also 
try to help them figure out financial 
aspects which seems to be a huge part 
of the application process.” 

But that aspect shouldn’t deter 
students too much. Many prestigious 
universities, though financially steep, 
have already recently accepted many 
PACE alumni transfer students. 

“We recently had a student start 
at Howard University in Washington 
D.C. Others decided that they wanted 
to go to Florida. We had a few start at 
B.U., and one recently started at 
Tufts,” Amold stated. 

One of these such students is Tito 


Joaquin, a recent PACE alumni trans- 
fer student. Joaquin recently trans- 
ferred to UMASS Amherst in the 
summer of 2007. He majored in 
General studies Liberal Arts with a 
biology option. 

This past May he graduated from 
Umass where he majored in psychol- 
ogy and completed his pre-medical 
studies for his Bachelors degree. 
Joaquin is now currently on the road 
to medical school and Dr. Starks, 
who was his PACE alumni mentor 
had provided him with support dur- 
ing the process every step of the way. 

“T joined PACE in 2005 while 
taking developmental courses. It was 
a blessing because I was at a point in 
my undergraduate studies where I 
needed to expand my academic expe- 
rience at NECC and continue my 
education at a four-year institution,” 
Joaquin stated. 

He went on, “As I reflect back on 
my years at NECC, I can think of one 
educational service that has helped 
me to accomplish my goal of earning 
my bachelors degree- FACE. As a 
PACE member, I was guided step by 
step with the transfer information 
process. I recently bought myself a 
laptop because of the scholarships 
that I had gotten,” Joaquin said. 

Pace really specializes in provid- 
ing students with scholarship and 
grant opportunities in order to help 
them further their own academic 
career or education. 


“Soon I realized that success was 
contagious among PACE students. 
Every PACE student found success in 
so many different ways,” said 
Joaquin. 

For example, Pace facilitated the 
process between Umass because 
Joaquin had attended a field trip 
where he had ended up meeting his 
current transfer advisor, Terry 
Labine. 

“The visit ended up being a net- 
working opportunity for me because 
I had met Terri at the Transfer Day 
Fair and then months later began the 
application process as a joint admis- 
sions student. Terri became my point 
of contact as a Umass student. Now 
she is someone who I can go to for 
advice on my road to medical 
school,” he said. 

And Joaquin is positive that stu- 
dents will begin to see results with 
PACE and keeps one quote in mind 
while moving forward with every- 
thing in the process. “President 
Hartleb once said that, ‘everyone is a 
leader because everyone leads their 
own lives,’ I completely agree with 
that statement.” 

Whether it be a successful pre- 
medical students, students who are 
currently just starting out at NECC, 
or students who are close to compet- 
ing their two-year associates degree, 
one this is for certain: PACE is not a 
bad decision to make while attending 
NECC. 


Move over Edward 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 


I left the movie theater deeply dis- 
turbed after seeing “New Moon,” the sec- 
ond installment of the “Twilight Saga,” 
based on the books by Stephanie Meyer. 
“New Moon” was better than “Twilight” 
and stayed true to the book. Everything 
was good except that the better man did 
not win in the end. Edward Cullen, 
played by Robert Pattenson, breaks up 
with Bella, Christen Stewart, claiming 
that she is not good enough for him. 
Edward runs away leaving Bella who 
faints because a metaphorical hole had 
been punched through her chest. Of all 
the places to leave a person. Edward 
probably even deleted Bella off his 
Facebook, the jerk. Bella then goes into a 
deep depression, having vivid nightmares 
every night. 

When Bella wasn't dreaming of 
Edward she is trying to see him through 
her little adrenaline rush experiments by 
getting on the back of strange men's 
motorcycles. Talk about needy, if you 
look it up in the dictionary it would say 
Bella Swan. I really can't blame Edward 
for leaving, he was saving himself from 
an lifetime of tracking devices. 

After a while Bella decides that she 
still wants to keep seeing Edward through 
her twisted visions. She goes and asked 
Jacob Black, played by Taylor Lautner, to 
fix some motorcycles she found. Jacob 
makes her feel good and whenever Bella 
is with him, she nearly forgets about 
Edward. 

Jacob is the much better choice: 
rough around the edges and a good 
mechanic. Jacob can kiss you without 
venom pouring into his mouth and he 
even throws rocks at your window, giving 
you proper waming before he comes 
storming into your bedroom. Did I men- 
tion that Jacob wouldn't leave you or 
delete you off his Face book when he gets 
angry. As a bonus, Jacob can tum into a 
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Edward was probably the farthest thing from Bella’s 


mind during this moment. 
fuzzy, woodland creature: a giant, mur- 
derous wolf. 

Jacob is also warm so you will never 
need to turn on the heater unlike Edward 
who is always cold. Jacob will even pull 
you from the freezing ocean when you 
are reckless trying to see Edward because 
you are a bimbo. Nope, Jacob looks past 
your flaws unlike your super model ex- 
boyfriend with blood stained lips. 

Just when Jacob and Bella are about 
to share their first passionate lip locking 
session, Edward calls because he thinks 
Bella has killed herself. Now whose fault 
is that? Maybe if you didn't leave Bella 
because she “wasn't good enough for 
you” then you wouldn't have this prob- 
lem, Edward. And if you didn't smash 
your phone then Bella could've called you 
back to tell you that she was just cliff div- 
ing. 

Wait, why does Edward still have 
your number on speed dial? Maybe due 
to the fact he was just waiting for the nght 
time to call you and get back together 
with you. Not because Edward loves you 
but because your scent makes him want 
to maul you and twist your neck in ways 


it shouldn't go in order to suck your blood. 

Yeah Bella, Edward really is a keep- 
er. Then you high tail it all the way to Italy 
to save him. All this, even after Jacob 
makes the best speech he could possibly 
make while keeping the ignition locked. I 
guess his biceps weren't good enough for 
a needy girl like you, Bella. Instead you 
save Edward and risk your life to do it, 
even though you were just a booty call in 
the first place. 

Once Bella and Edward retum to the 
states, they go out for an drive to decide 
whether Bella should become an vampire 
too. Then Jacob jumps out in front of the 
car when Bella gets out (with Edward fol- 
lowing her, of course) he asked her who 
she wants. Bella replies “Jake, I love you, 
so please don't make me choose because 
it will be him, it's always been him.” 
Jacob gets angry tuming into a cute wolf 
and gives Edward an evil look and runs 
off into the woods. Bella Swan you’re 
lucky that you are just a fictional superfi- 
cial, needy character otherwise I'd be real- 
ly angry right now. Otherwise, I will be 
watching “New Moon” again, for Jacob's 
twelve pack of course! 
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Timeout for Women’s team 


NECC will be without 
Women’s Basketball 


this year * 
By Matr McCARRON 
Sports Editor 


All of the clutch three-pointers, 
nail biting free throws, and last sec- 
ond shots - These are the things the 
Women's Basketball team has 
brought to NECC in past years. 
Unfortunately, none of these thrilling 
and memorable moments will be tak- 
ing place this year. That’s because 
there will be no women's basketball 
this year at NECC. This will be the 
first time in three seasons that the 
team won't have a chance to fight for 
a National Championship. In 2006, 
the team withdrew due to the sudden 
departure of the head coach. The sud- 
den change made potential players 
think twice about joining the team. 

A team hasn’t been formed this 
year due to a number of reasons. The 
state of the economy, injuries and 
workload to name a few. 

Sue MacAvoy, athletic director at 
NECC understood there were many 
factors at play when it came to girls 
not wanting to form a team. 

“There were so many reasons,” 
MacAvoy said. “I think it is the econ- 
omy, a lot of them (players) have to 
work, or watch siblings so parents 
can work.” 

There are always players who 
have a hard time committing lots of 
time and effort to an athletic team. 
However, MacAvoy said that this 
year the number was “more so than 
ever before.” Athletes often have to 
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In 2001, the Women’s basketball team won the state 
title, making it all the way to the National Final Four. 


juggle schoolwork with practices and 
games. Many players even have a 
part or full-time job as well. 

“Any sport is a huge commit- 
ment, basketball is a long season. It 
falls over the holiday season, and stu- 
dents need extra money,” said 
MacAvoy. 

MacAvoy and the Assistant 
Athletic Director, Maureen Saliba, 
came up with an idea to try to encour- 
age female students to stay connected 
to the athletics program as well as 
meeting with friends and continue to 
play basketball. They created a 
women's basketball night. The next 
gathering will occur on Dec. 10 
between 4 to 6 p.m. 

“We invite them (students) to 
play on a more casual basis, make it 
a fun atmosphere,” MacAvoy said. 

There will be six baskets set up 
for students to use. Students can 
decide what they want to play, 


whether it be 5-on-5, full court, half 
court or any other game they choose. 

“We have the players,” MacAvoy 
said. “We really want them to come 
out and play.” 

The women's team has won two 
state championships. During the 
2001-2002 season the women won 
Regionals, won the State 
Championship and then went on to 
Nationals, making it all the way to 
the Final Four. The following year 
the girls won the state title for the 
second year in a row. 

In addition to their storied past, 
by winning state titles and bringing 
recognition to the school, the 
Women's Basketball team has con- 
tributed greatly to both the NECC 
campus and the surrounding commu- 
nity. Players often participate in com- 
munity service, seasonal celebrations 
and other events on campus. 


Handed a crushing defeat 


A missed handball 
spells disaster for 
Ireland National team 


By Tom BUTTNER 
Correspondent 


On Nov. 18 
the Ireland 
National soccer 
team was elimi- 
nated from 
World Cup quali- 
fying due to a 
controversial 
call. French 
striker Thierry 
Henry used his hands to control the 
ball in the penalty area, allowing 
France to score the tying goal. The 
referees didn’t see this and called it a 
goal. The game would end in a draw, 
eliminating Ireland from qualifing 
for the 2010 World Cup. France, who 
is the defending world cup champi- 
ons, will be able to defend their title. 

Henry admitted after the -game 
that he had used his hands to control 
the ball, but continued to play the ball 
since there was no whistle. Henry 
also said he was sorry to the Insh 
people. 

“I, Thierry Henry, apologize to 
the Irish people for using my hand to 
knock them out of the World Cup 


finals,” said Henry. 

Ireland called for the game to be 
replayed. 

The football association of 


Ireland had put out a statement that 
read, “The blatantly incorrect deci- 
sion by the referee to award the goal 
has damaged the integrity of the 
sport. We now call on FIFA, as the 
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Irish goal keeper Shay Given tries in vain to convince 
referee Martin Hansson following France’s goal. 


world governing body for our sport, 
to organize for this match to be 
replayed.” 

FIFA, International Federation 
of Association Football, stated that 
they would not replay the game. 

In a statement by FIFA, they 
said that “the result of the match can- 
not be changed and the match cannot 
be replayed. As is clearly mentioned 
in the laws of the game, during 
matches, decisions are taken by the 
referee and these decisions are final.” 

The Irish weren’t the only ones 
calling for the match to be replayed. 
Henry also called for the match to be 
replayed. 

“Of course the fairest solution 
would be to replay the game but it is 
not in my control,” said Henry in an 
interview with ESPN after the match. 


Henry said that he didn’t mean to 
use his hands, that it was “just 
instinctive reaction.” 

“There is little more I can do 
apart from admit that the ball had 
contact with my hand leading up to 
our equalizing goal and I feel very 
sorry for the Irish,” Henry said. 

Henry said he did not cheat in 
allowing his team to win. 

“T have said at the time and I will 
say again that yes I handled the ball. 
I am not a cheat and never have been. 
It was an instinctive reaction to a ball 
that was coming extremely fast in a 
crowded penalty area.” 

The Republic of Ireland plans 
challenge FIFA in the court of 
Arbitration for Sports over replaying 
the World Cup play-off with France. 


Weekly Sports 
Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.In what year did 
the Celtics loses a 
record 67 games? 


2. In what year did 
the Red Sox trade 
Babe Ruth? 


3.How many _ 

touchdowns did 

Tom Brady have 
in 2007? 


4.Who holds the 
Celtics record for 


the most points in 
one game? 


5. Who did the 
Celtics select with 
the second overall 

pick in the 1986 
NBA draft? 
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No lingering effects for Patriots 


Pats rebound from 


week 10 loss, 
dominate rival Jets 
By Matr McCarron 
Sports Editor 
The New 
England 
Pia tr Ort 9, 
silenced all 
talk on Sunday 
Nov. 22 with 
their 31 - 14 
win against the 
t Fm New York Jets. 
The Patriots 


wasted no time in getting down to 
business, systematically dismantling 
a depleted Jets team. The Patriots 
defense struck first. Cornerback 
Leigh Bodden intercepted a Mark 
Sanchez pass and returned it 53 yards 
for the game's first touchdown. Then 
it was up to quarterback Tom Brady 


_ and the Patriot offense. Brady closed 


out the first quarter with a nine play, 
76-yard drive; resulting in a four- 
yard touchdown pass to wide receiv- 
er Randy Moss. 

As the game progressed in the 
first half the Patriots were increasing- 
ly aggressive, trying to take their 
frustration from last week's loss to 
the Indianapolis Colts. They were 
also getting back the Jets for the 16-9 
loss on Sept. 20 at the Meadowlands. 

On their first possession of the 
second quarter Brady again led_his 
team down the field. Wide receiver 


_ Free agents look to 


cash in during the 
offseason 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Key free 
agents might not 
be getting the big 
check that they 
expect this off- 
Jason 


among the top 
free agents this year, but the check 
they receive might not show that. 

Jon Heyman of Sports Illustrated 
wrote, “Beyond the Big 3 free agent 
trades may be where the action is.” 

If these three were free agents in 
2006 they would gave received 
between $100 - 130 million. 
However, teams are reluctant to 
invest that amount of money on one 
player. Another problem for free 
agents this year is that more trades 
will be taking place than usual. Bay 
and Holliday, who both play in the 
outfield will probably get $80 - 100 
million, but if teams have a deep 
farm system they might just trade for 
an outfielder. Some outfielders on the 
trade block are Curtis Granderson, 
Carl Crawford, Brad Hawpe, Milton 
Bradley and Juan Pierre. 

The same situation will likely 
take place for starting pitcher on the 
market. Teams can trade for players 


Wes Welker was getting lots of sepa- 
ration from Jets defenders, averaging 
over 12 yards per catch. Brady, see- 
ing the mismatch took full advantage. 
He connected with Welker on a 43- 
yard completion that led to a 
Lawrence Maroney touchdown. 
Welker delivered another memorable 
performance catching 15 passes for 
192 yards, setting a new personal 
best in the process. After the game 
Welker seemed surprised at the num- 
ber of balls thrown his way. 

“I knew there were probably 
going to be a lot of balls coming my 
way and things like that, but not to 
that extent. The guys did a great job 
around me of playing really well and 
blocking up front and everybody 
[was] just doing their jobs. That's 
what it comes down to and that's how 
you have success out there,” said 
Welker. 

The Patriots executed a smart and 
calculated game plan, resulting in 
few costly mistakes. Punter Chris 
Hanson's punt was blocked and 
returned for a touchdown in the sec- 
ond quarter and Lawrence Maroney 
fumbled on the Jets 34 yard line. 

“T'm really proud of the way they 
handled themselves, the way they 
played and it's a good win for us 
today. The Jets are a tough football 
team, but I was really proud of the 
way our guys stepped up and played 
all the way through,” said Belichick. 

The Jets on the other hand were 
in disarray for most of the game. 
Rookie quarterback Mark Sanchez 
appeared to be flustered and indeci- 
sive in the pocket. He also failed to 
be in syne with his receivers on 


routes, resulting in four interceptions. 
The only points the Jets had to show 
for at the half were from a blocked 
punt. Sanchez did manage to com- 
plete a 29-yard touchdown pass to 
wide receiver Jericho Cotchery in the 
third quarter. 

The score was 24 - 14, but it did- 
n't last for long. The Patriots put the 
Jets out of their misery with an eight- 
play drive that ate up 9:54 on the 
clock. Then Maroney finished off the 
drive and the game with a one-yard 
touchdown run. 

In his postgame press conference 
Brady expressed the importance of 
the win. 

“Yeah, it was a long week for all 
of us. We put a lot into it and 
Wednesday's tough to get over the 
emotional drain of the last game, but 
it was a big game for us over the 
course of the season - to beat the Jets, 
a division opponent that got us pretty 
good the first time we played them. It 
was a good win for us,” said Brady. 

The Patriots will have another 
test this Sunday, Nov. 30 when they 
travel to Louisiana to take on the 
undefeated New Orleans Saints at the 
Superdome. 

“We know we've got a big chal- 
lenge this week down in New 
Orleans. They are a great football 
team. I've seen a little bit of them 
here and they're really good. We're 
going to enjoy this one for a little 
while and come back to work and get 


ready for New Orleans,” said 
Belichick. 


Numerous possibilities 


MCT Campus photo 


Los Angeles Angels pitcher John Lackey is one of the 
free agents looking to sign a large offseason deal. 


like Derek Lowe, Felix Hernandez, 
Javier Vazquez, Roy Halladay and 
Bronson Arroyo, instead of putting 
all their eggs into one basket. 
Another big free agent that’s 
avaflable is first baseman Adrian 
Gonzalez. The Boston Red Sox seem 
to have the best shot at landing him 
for three reasons. They need another 
power bat, they have a deep farm sys- 
tem and Padres General Manager Jed 
Hoyer is former Red Sox executive. 
Another thing affecting top tier 
free agents is the fact that other free 
agents will cost less. If a team does 
not have a deep farm system or a lot 
of money to spend, but still wants to 
make a splash in the free agent mar- 
ket they can sign lower tier players. 
Teams can sign these free agents, 
such as starting pitchers Erik Bedard, 
Rich Harden, Doug Davis, Jon 


Garland, Jason Marquis, Randy Wolf, 
Jarrod Washburn, and Ben Sheets. 

Some big free agents hitters are 
Adrian Beltre, Russell Branyan, and 
Marlon Byrd, Mike Cameron, 
Johnny Damon, Hideki Matsui, 
Chone Figgins, Mark Derosa, Carlos 
Delgado, Orlando Hudson, Austin 
Kearns, and Jermaine Dye. 

However, the biggest free agent 
prize might be 22-year-old Cuban 
pitching sensation, Aroldis Chapman. 
The usual suspects: Yankees, Red 
Sox Mets, Angels, and Tigers will 
likely have a bidding war for him. It’s 
likely that no one will out bid the Red 
Sox and Yankees, so _ expect 
Chapman to end up either in Boston 
or New York. 

Free agency won’t be affected, 
but the amount players make will. 


Wire photo 
Wide receiver Wes Welker had 15 receptions for 192 


yards, single-handedly picking apart the Jets. 


NECC KNIGHTS 
ATHLETIC 
SCHEDULE 


Men’s Basketball 


Dec. 1 rape ae 


11 a.m. 


Away 
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ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Light social 
4 encounters will boost 

Mite? your confidence this 
week. Spend extra time with friends 
or loved ones, if possible, and remain 
open to new ideas. For many Aries 
natives rekindled love and intimate 
communications will soon provide 
positive rewards. Later this week 
family relations are pleasant. After 
several weeks of minor disruptions 
and complex family discussions, 
loved ones are ready to create harmo- 
ny in the home. Enjoy quiet moments 
and avoid criticism: all is well. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Small purchases, 
revised lease agreements 
or new investments may 
this week trigger an unnecessary 
conflict between family members. 
Before Thursday avoid intense dis- 
cussions and, if possible, detailed 
financial paperwork. Loved ones will 
need extra time to adjust. Remain 
flexible. Late this weekend powerful 
dreams and quick intuitions may 
reveal new romantic possibilities. 
New friends or colleagues may ask 
surprising questions: listen to your 
inner voice for direction. 

June 21) Outdated work 


ll records or past business 
Gemini alliances may soon reap- 
pear. Over the next four 

days watch for fast proposals or rare 
messages from old colleagues. If so, 
expect detailed negotiations or career 
discussions to rely heavily on written 
proof. Minor errors are likely: be 
thorough and carefully consider all 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


consequences. After Friday many 
Geminis will encounter an exotic and 
potentially controversial romantic 
proposal. New relationships will 
quickly expand. Stay focused. 
CANCER (June 22- 
oO July 22) Before mid- 
week business communi- 
Cancer cations will be fast and 
complex. Remain attentive and 
expect key officials to be highly 
focused on quick results. Join in and 
offer your talents: new projects will 
soon prove promising. Later this 
week a friend may offer unique 
romantic revelations or request pri- 
vate social information. Caution, 
however, is best. At present friends, 
relatives and close colleagues may be 
highly sensitive to broken promises, 
new proposals or privacy issues. 


LEO (July 22-Aug. 
S2 22) For many Leos sever- 
al weeks of inward 
4eo thought and emotional 
withdrawal will now end. After 
Tuesday expect friends and lovers to 
no longer focus on past events, yes- 
terday’s promises or outdated. social 
obligations. Public gatherings, team 
events or unusual entertainment are 
all highlighted: enjoy new emotional 
bonds with others. Later this week 
minor financial errors prove bother- 
some. Rental agreements, long-term 
leases and property documents may 
all be affected. 


IQ 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Early this week 
a younger friend or work 
mate may discuss new 
career concepts or prof- 


itable ideas. Allow creativity to take 
its natural course: this is an excellent 
time to explore expanded social or 
business limits. Wednesday through 
Friday a new relationship may 
require a public display of trust. 
Remain determined: friends and 
romantic partners will soon end out- 
dated obligations. After Saturday 
minor aches and pains are highlight- 
ed. Get extra rest, if possible. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
{ ) 23) Invitations from 


friends or colleagues will 
Libra be intriguing this week. 
After Tuesday watch for new friend- 
ships or rare social overtures. Don’t 
hold back: this is the nght time to 
search out new relationships, plan 
unusual group events or press for 
unique social decisions. Thursday 
through Saturday long-term financial 
contracts or business obligations may 
seem poorly defined. Remain silent, 
however: minor criticisms or boldly 
expressed opinions may trigger a 


complex triangle. 
Scorpio reflective. If so, pay close 
attention to minor family 
events or conflicting statements from 
relatives. Fear of abandonment or 
social jealousy may be an underlying 
concern. Carefully discuss all recent 
disagreements. Tuesday through 
Friday business relationships may 
expand to include new financial obli- 
gations or detailed contracts. Both 
are positive. Do, however, avoid 
unrealistic long-term promises and 
wait for obvious signals. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) This week loved 
ones may be moody and 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) New 
group activities or rare 
Sagittarius invitations may this week 
cause excitement. After Wednesday 
expect friends or lovers to plan extra 
events, challenge the ideas of others 
or make unusual social requests. 
Pace yourself and wait for clarity: 
others will soon reveal their true 
goals and expectations. Later this 
week family members may discuss 
complex career or financial decisions 
or be absorbed in private thought. 
Don’t confront: quiet time is now 
needed for contemplation. 
22-Jan. 20) Monday 


6 through Thursday new 
Capricort friendships and romantic 
promises may require public discus- 
sion or detailed clarification. Much 
of this will bring positive results, so 
not to worry. Do, however, avoid del- 
icate family issues or criticism of 
past events. Sensitive questions and 
emotional comments may be easily 
misinterpreted this week: take your 
time and wait for others to set the 
tone. Later this weekend your intu- 
ition is accurate: offer private social 
advice to a troubled friend. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

Feb. 19) A friend, lover or 

VN relative may this week 
Aguarits challenge your priorities 
or demand your undivided attention. 
Plan fresh activities but avoid dis- 
cussing new social interests: at pres- 
ent, loved ones may be distrustful of 
new information. Private fears are 


accented: expect unusual reactions. 
Wednesday through Friday bosses, 


Account Managers needed! 


To travel to and service 


Large su 
Southern 


ncaa wy 1s 


2 Account Managers needed 
Part-Time (2 or 3 days per week), year-round in the following territories: 
Duties include: Increasing sales by: 
Communicating with store management, 
Merchandising bakery products, 
Implementing promotional plans 
Minimum Qualifications: MS Excel proficiency required. 
Must be at least 18 years old. 
Minimum GPA of 3.0 required. 
Good driving record and campany required auto insurance necessary. 
1 for the Southern NH area (bordered by Manchester, Nashua, Portland) 


1 for Northern MA area (includes Lowell, Lawrence, Chelmsford, Salem and surrounding area) 


1 Account Manager needed 


Full-Time (5 day workweek), year-round position to service 
Southern NH/Northern MA areas above (and also including Fitchburg, MA area) 


Duties include: 


Increasing sales by: 


Communicating with store management, 
Merchandising bakery products, 


Developing and implementing promotional plans 


Excellent Benefit Package, 


Dental Care Insurance 


401K with Company Match 


Paid Vacations 
Paid Holidays 
Life Insurance 
Referral Bonuses 


Minimum Qualifications: MS Excel proficiency required. 


Including: Health Care Insurance 


ermarket accounts in the 
H/ Northern MA territory 
Level Positions * * New Grads Welcome * 


Since 


managers or older colleagues may 
express a strong desire for workplace 
change. Policy disputes and minor 
power struggles are accented. 
Remain neutral. 


PISCES. (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Reading mate- 
nial and written documen- 
tation will this week prove 
important to authority figures. After 
Tuesday expect colleagues to be 
unusually focused on- procedures, 
small calculations or traditional 
methods. Use this time to research 
new ideas or submit applications: 
large agencies will respond positive- 
ly. Later this week a brief social dis- 
cussion may turn romantic. Flirtation 
and new attraction are now a contin- 
uing theme: pay special attention to 
subtle messages. 


Pisces 


‘If your birthday is _ this 
week...ongoing social disputes and 
workplace differences will fade in 
the coming weeks and be replaced by 
a new team awareness or group 
bonding. Over the next three months 
expect larger business projects or 
revised assignments to emerge. 
Remain cautious, however, and 
watch for subtle office politics or 
competing personalities to still be in 
operation. Friendships and new 
romance will also be affected: watch 
for surprising invitations and fast 
agreements. After Feb. 25 relocation, 
family decisions and revised roman- 
tic priorities are highlighted: expect 
the spring and summer months to 
bring vital home changes and pas- 
sionate commitments to loved ones. - 


Vakery 1912 


One of the largest commercial bak- 
eries in the area in business for almost 


100 years, 


Gold Medal Bakery pro- 


duces and delivers bakery products 


for major 


supermarkets. 


Good 


chance for advancement as we 
pramnote fram within. 


Come see us at the career fair 
on Dec. 1 at NECC 


Don't Miss out - Apply Now!!! 


To apply, complete Application #2 at 
www.goldmedalbakery.com/jobs 


Good driving record and company required auto insurance necessary. 


Mist be at least 18 years of age. 


CAPTAIN'S LOG:1 AM ATTEMPTING E MEANWHILE ... WATS THAT 
TO RESCUE DOUGHNUT PEOPLE CHOCOLA 
WHO ARE STRANDED ON A MOON. EE NTES Praveen, ON YOUR CHIN? 


THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


| WAS SLEEPING? |} ONE OF US! 


©2009 Tribune Media Services. Inc. All nghts reserved 


RESCUING THE DOUGHNUT PEOPLE... 


THANK GOODNESS YOU'RE 
HERE! TED HAS SUFFERED 
A HEAD WOUND! HE'S 
LOSING GLAZE! 


10/02 


www.gocomics.com/brewsterrockit brewrockit@yahoo.com 


HE'S GOING TO NEED A | CAN BE A DONOR! 
TRANSFUSION! WE HAVE THE SAME 
ICING TYPE. 


©2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved 


ACROSS 49 Mischief-makers 
1 “My __ Is Earl” 53 “The King and |” star 
5 Wild hog 54 Baseball’s __ Slaughter 
9 Katie Couric’s employer 55 Lead role on “The Naked Truth” 
12 Gregory Peck’s “Moby Dick” role 56 Sense of self-esteem 
13 Ms. Swenson of “Benson” 57 Certain bills 
14 Battery size 58 “__ Morning America” 
15 Commanded 
16 Reddish horse DOWN 


23 “Then __ You” 

27 2001, in old Rome 

29 “__ Smile Be Your Umbrella” 
30 Bearing 

31 “It's __, Mad, Mad, Mad World” 
33 Actor Auberjonois 

34 “Fat __”; Kirstie Alley sitcom 
35 __ Campbell 

40 Baby hooter 

41 Biscuit often cooked on a griddle 
43 Telling fibs 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


17 Diamond or ruby 1 Capture 
18 Adam of “CSI: Miami” 2 Cry of discovery 
21 Prey 3 “__ About You” 
24 Butterfly catcher’s need 4 Film critic Roger 
- 25 Give ___ go; attempt 5 “__ of Alcatraz” 
VISITING THE DOUGHNUT PEOPLE... RI MMNINCRC IN ele \G me feUReUh ce} s WAIT A MINUTE ... THERE'S 26 On the __; fleeing 6 __ about; approximately 
Pihed 3 BACKI WE WERE WORRIED... _Js|_ SUPPOSED TO BE FIVE OF YOU! 20 Américan soprano Gluck maOnicaenid ee 
S be é WHERE'S TOBY? 32 Actress on “Ghost Whisperer” 8 “Home on the _” 
YEAH! YOu'vE = rs LOOK AT THE 36 General Robert __ 9 Actor Nicolas 
RESCUED MY Fe 5 TIME! 37 “__ Age”; blockbuster animated 10 Singer Joan 
EXPEDITION TEAM! g = ’'D BETTER film -11 Rob Lowe’s role on “The West 
& 3 GET GOING ... 38 Actress Leoni Wing” 
g z 39 Denials 19 Greasy 
= 42 Cable network owned by MTV 20 Home for the Osmonds 
ED 5 44 “Whose Line Is It Anyway” host 21 “Miami _” 
5 8 47 When repeated, Yogi Bear’s pal 22 Sophia Loren’s first language: 
§ be 48 “The __ Boat” abbr. 
8 
ra 


2 
a 
ts 


44 Role on “The King of Queens” 
eats. 45 Chocolate-and-caramel candy 
GReoeniats 46 Cosmetics brand 


47 “__ Bye Birdie” 
50 Cow's comment 


51 Expert 
11/22/09 = 
©) face oe ee Services, Inc. 52 Down in the dumps 


LETS Pray THE 
LONG-TERM 
RELATIonsHIP Game. 
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An old love returns 
for the holidays 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


I saw you 
the other day. 
You were at 
the supermar- 
ket, standing 
in the dairy 
> aisle. I didn't 
| think you saw 
me so I just 
hurried past. I 
really don't know what I would have 
said anyways, I mean it's been 10 
months since I last saw you. You 
looked well, delicious even. All I 
could think was that I couldn't put 
myself through this again. 

I mean after all that you put me 
through last year. And the year before 
that and all the years previous. Every 
year I can remember since I was old 
enough to pour you myself. You 
come back into my life each time, 
hang around for the holidays, but 
then you go away again, disappearing 
for months at a time. No phone calls. 
No letters. Don't you think I worry? 

I know we've been through a lot. 
I remembering sneaking you up into 
my bedroom long after my folks had 
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fallen asleep. Just you, me and an 8 
ounce glass. Those nights were mag- 
ical. Then when I was ready for you 
to meet them. I brought you home for 
Thanksgiving. Everyone loved you. 
Thought you were the best part of the 
entire day. You just sat there quietly 
on the table, listening to the conver- 
sation. That was when I truly knew 
how I felt about you. 

But then that night, that horrible 
night. I've tried to forget it for so 
long, but I can't erase it from my 
memory. I left the room for just a sec- 
ond and return to find you and Uncle 
Joe and he was.....drinking you. Not 
just drinking you, but he'd filled you 
with rum first. I know alcohol can 
have powerful effects, but that's still 
no excuse. Not just to let somebody 
else drink you, but a member of my 
own family. How could you! I haven't 
talked to Joe since. 

There's something I have to tell 
you. Something I haven't told anyone 
about that night. I'm not proud of this, 
but I think you need to know. After I 
saw Joe guzzling you down I was so 
upset, I wasn't thinking right. I was 
feeling very vulnerable so I picked up 
a couple of cartons of non-dairy 
creamer, rented a room at the Best 
Western, and I stayed up all night, 
drinking them both until there was 
nothing left. Every last drop. 

I don't know why I did it. I was 
angry, very angry. If it was to make 
myself feel better it didn't work, they 


Back k Page 


meant nothing to me. They didn't 
even taste good. They didn't have 
your rich froth or creamy texture or 
that subtle hint of nutmeg you wear 
so well. 

I don't know why I'm telling you 
this now. Maybe to unburden myself. 
We've both done each other wrong. 
You've hurt me very badly. Even 
though you fill my arteries with cho- 
lesterol, it's not as bad as what you've 
done to my heart. 

I noticed you've tried a few new 
flavors. Gingerbread, pumpkin, 
vanilla, but listen to me. You don't 
need to change. You never have. I've 
always liked you just the way you 
are. Don’t let anyone tell you other- 
wise. 

I suppose you’re wondering the 
point I'm trying to get too, so here it 
is. I've really missed you, and regard- 
less of all the negativity, there's 
always been that spark between us. 
So I guess I'm saying I want to give 
this one more chance. Maybe that's 
not the smart thing to do, but reason 
be damned, I'm shooting from the 
heart. | want you in my refrigerator 
again. | want just one more chance to 
feel your carton pressed firmly 
against my lips. 

So I'm here waiting if you'll have 
me. Just promise you won't leave me 
again. I don't think I could take it. 


I love you, 
Aaron 


Wire photo 
For the author, a walk through the supermarket 
brings back a rush of delicious memories and a 
flavored mix of emotions that only a cold, tall glass of 
eggnog could satisfy. 


Department of History, Government, Philosophy and Economics 
A few of our offerings for Spring - Register Now! 


LEARNING COMMUNTY — SMOKE AND MIRRORS - GOV 101 HLC and PHI 101 HLC — Tu-Th 9:15 - 12:00 - Does our political 
system make sense? How might philosophical inquiry enlighten our understanding of our place in society, and of our govern- 


ment and politics? This Learning Community may help you to find out. 


HISTORY OF THE VIETNAM WAR - HIS 224 - MWF 10- 10:50 - 


Profs. Gunning and Slaner 


If the war in Afghanistan makes you think of other military 


adventures, why not take a trip into the past and see how our nation’s longest war turned out? Prof. Slaner 


ETHICS —THURSDAY EVENINGS - 6:30-9:10 - PHI110 - Few could think of themselves murdering n cold blood with a clear 
conscience; here you will argue for its virtue. Few believe they could abandon an innocent child in a dirty basement, but many of 
you will walk away from Omelas. Many people deny it is ok to launch an overwhelming military attack on a much weaker nation 
when it serves one’s own interest, but you will defend bombings in Nagasaki, Hiroshima and Baghdad. In Ethics, develop your 
own position on important issues. Prof Gunning 


HYBRID — MICROECONOMICS - ECO 201-BIA — Covers all the requirements of our regularly scheduled Microeconomics cours- 
es but meets in the classroom only on Tuesdays 8-9 a.m. Submit the remainder of your course requirements on-line. It's perfect 
for students with busy schedules who possess basic computer skills like e-mail, internet searches, and attaching documents. 


Prof. Machado 


DAYS 


Intro to Geography 
American Gov't & Politics 
Intro to Political Science 
Western Civilization II 
World Civilization 1! 

Intro to Philosophy 

Intro to Geography 


MWEF 
MWF 
MWF 
MWF 
MWF 
MWEF 
Tu-Th 


8:00-8:50 
10:00-10:50 
11:00-11:50 
1:00-1:50 
11:00-1:50 
1:00-1:50 
9:15-10:30 


And Also: 


ON-LINE 


Introduction to Geography 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
Western Civilization II 

World Civilization II 
Modern China & Japan 


And Many Others - See the “Credit Schedule of Classes”! 


EVENINGS 
Introduction to Geography 
Microeconomics 
Macroeconomics 
American Gov't & Politics 
Civil Rights & Liberties 
U.S. History | 
U.S. History II 
World Civilization II 
Intro to Philosophy 


Tu 6:30-9:10 
W 6:00-8:40 
M 6:00-9:00 
Th 6:30-9:10 
Tu 6:30-9:10 
Tu 6:30-9:30 
Tu 6:30-9:10 
W 6:30-9:10 
Tu 6:30-9:10 


